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For ambitious students interested in a career in
engineering, Saint Mary’s offers an exceptional
alternative to a typical engineering degree. By
combining the broad liberal arts foundation of the
Saint Mary’s experience with the University of Notre
Dame’s engineering curriculum, students benefit from
the best of both institutions.
Through a cooperative agreement, Saint Mary’s College and the University of Notre Dame
offer a dual degree program through which a student earns two degrees—a bachelor’s degree
(BA or BS) from Saint Mary’s, and a second bachelor of science degree in engineering
from the University of Notre Dame. The dual degree program offers an ideal education for
the woman interested in interweaving scientific knowledge, human values, and technical
and professional proficiency. The program broadens professional and post-graduate
opportunities by enhancing students’ technical skills with the values and problem solving
skills developed through a women’s liberal arts education.
The dual degree program offers the option and flexibility to combine majors that fit a
student’s individual interests. Some majors complement one another because the disciplines
are similar, such as:
• Chemistry and chemical engineering or environmental engineering.
•	Physics or Mathematics and civil engineering, electrical engineering, or mechanical
engineering.
•	Computing and Applied Mathematics (CAM) and computer science or computer
engineering.
Other majors complement one another because they are different, such as political science
and civil engineering. For the student interested in the humanities or social sciences, creative
combinations of liberal arts and engineering majors are possible, although scheduling
difficulties might require summer coursework.
Saint Mary’s students who participate in the engineering program work with the Program
Director to design and manage their academic plan. They take pre-engineering courses at
Saint Mary’s and engineering courses at Notre Dame in addition to the courses required
to satisfy degree requirements at Saint Mary’s College. Notre Dame courses are used as
electives to satisfy Saint Mary’s degree requirements, and Saint Mary’s courses are used
as electives to satisfy Notre Dame’s degree requirements.
This strenuous program will demand the best effort of well-prepared and well-motivated
students. Successful completion will require consultation each semester with the program
advisers and careful scheduling of courses on both campuses. Students in the dual degree
program must maintain a 2.8 or higher overall and technical GPA in order to remain
eligible for the engineering degree. Specifically:
•	Students declaring an intent to participate in the dual degree engineering program at
Notre Dame as a second-semester sophomore must have at least a cumulative GPA of
202 | 

Saint Mary’s College

ENGINEERING

Saint Mary’s College | 203

English

2.8 or above (technical and overall) to be “accepted” into this program. If the student
has a GPA of 2.5–2.79, then she will be “conditionally accepted” into this program and
must have a cumulative GPA of 2.8 by the end of fall semester of her junior year. If the
student has a GPA of less than 2.5, then she will be “denied” from this program.
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•	Students in the program must maintain at least a cumulative GPA of 2.8 or above
(technical and overall) to remain in the engineering program. If a student dips below a
technical and overall GPA of 2.8 for one semester, then she is warned at the beginning
of the following semester that she must raise her GPA to remain in the program. If she
remains below a technical and overall GPA of 2.8 for two semesters, then she is removed
from the engineering program; this will enable her to focus on completing her Saint
Mary’s College major/degree.
•	Students in the program must maintain good academic and behavioral standing in
the college. Serious academic violations or excessive student conduct violations and/
or disciplinary probation may jeopardize the student’s admission to the engineering
program at the University of Notre Dame.
Note: Grades in classes taken at other institutions (institutions other than University of
Notre Dame and Saint Mary’s College) are not included in the technical and cumulative
average GPA of the students. These courses, if approved, are listed on the student’s
transcripts and may be used to fulfill requirements.
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DEPARTMENT DESCRIPTION
Literature celebrates the diversity of the human imagination and the expressive resources
of language. It delves into the most fundamental human concerns: the relationship between
individuals and their communities and the complexities of moral choice. By encouraging
critical inquiry and a clear, effective writing style, the study of literature helps foster
independent thought and broadens imaginative capacities. The English Department offers
three degree programs: English Literature, English Writing, and a Double Major in English
Literature and Writing. In addition, two minor programs are offered in English Literature
and English Writing.
TEACHING PREPARATION
The English Department in conjunction with the Education Department offers courses
leading to state licensing for English.
ADVANCED WRITING PROFICIENCY
Advanced Writing Proficiency in the major is demonstrated by successfully completing the
writing required for the Senior Comprehensive (see below).
SENIOR COMPREHENSIVE
English Literature (ENLT): Successful completion of ENLT 495, Senior Literature
Seminar, satisfies the Senior Comprehensive requirement.
English Writing (ENWR): Successful completion of ENWR 495, Senior Writing Project,
satisfies the Senior Comprehensive requirement.
The Double Major in English Literature and Writing (ENLW): Successful completion
of either ENLT 495, Senior Literature Seminar, or ENWR 495, Senior Writing Project,
satisfies the Senior Comprehensive requirement.
ENGLISH LITERATURE PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES
The following core skills, our fundamental learning outcomes, are taught and reinforced in
all English Literature courses and formally assessed on a regular basis:
To Read closely with sensitivity to language and literary genres, and analytically with

understanding of relevant theoretical frameworks and interdisciplinarities.

To Write correctly, observing the conventions of citation, grammar and form; clearly, using

logical, evidence-based argument; and persuasively, drawing upon a variety of rhetorical
strategies.
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