
2026 Reunion Continuing Education Sessions & Activities - FRIDAY 
 
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Sister Madeleva Garden Walking Tour​ ​ ​  
Mark Kubacki, Director of Grounds Department 
9:30 – 10:15 a.m.​ ​  
Sister Madeleva’s love of nature inspired her to consider the campus an outdoor classroom and arboretum for scientific 
learning and aesthetic enjoyment. On this walking tour, Director of Grounds Mark Kubacki will share Sister Madeleva’s 
vision of the landscape and how he and his predecessor, Joe Bonadies, used their knowledge to honor her tradition of 
landscaping, horticulture, and gardening. The tour will begin at the Le Mans Circle and end at Sister Madeleva’s final 
resting place in Our Lady of Peace Cemetery. 
​ ​  
Heritage and Research Center (HARC) 
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
You are warmly invited to a special open house at the newly constructed Heritage and Research Center (HARC) at Saint 
Mary’s College. Join us on Friday morning from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and enjoy a behind-the-scenes look at our 
state-of-the-art archival facility, dedicated to preserving and honoring the legacy of 10 Catholic women’s religious 
communities, including the Sister of the Holy Cross. Light refreshments will be served. 
 
Mary Magdalene: Seeker, Disciple, Apostle, Teacher, Master 
Catherine Baiardi '71 
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.​
Exclusive to the Class of 1971 
Mary Magdalene was the beloved apostle of Jesus who stayed by His side throughout the passion; who was the first to 
see Him after the resurrection and the first to share the good news, earning her the title of Apostle to the Apostles; the 
one who understood His teaching that His kingdom is not of this world.  When the followers of Jesus dispersed after his 
death, Mary found her way to the southern coast of France, to a region on the Mediterranean called the Camargue, 
together with 70 others.  She continued on to the sacred mountain of Ste. Beaume where she lived in a cave and taught 
for 30 years.  This presentation is what I learned walking with her from the village bearing the name of this historical 
landing, Les Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer, to her cave and beyond.   
 
Visio Divina​  ​ ​  
10:30 - 11 a.m.​ 
Visio Divina, or "sacred seeing," is a Christian prayer practice that invites participants to enter into an image with their 
hearts and imaginations, making space for God to speak. This session will use John August Swanson's Annunciation, on 
display in the Cushwa-Leighton Library at Saint Mary's College. As part of the College's Reunion weekend, this gathering 
offers a simple opportunity to pause and encounter the story of the Annunciation in a new way. All are welcome! 
 
Queen of Peace Cemetery Tour​ 
Kristen Sullivan Lynch ‘91 ​ ​  
11 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.​ ​  
Join us in Regina Hall as we guide you through the  stories of the Sisters of the Holy Cross who served in the Civil War. 
Following the presentation, you will move to Queen of Peace Cemetery behind Regina Hall, so wear comfortable shoes. 
 
Archives Open House​
Eric Walerko, College Archivist​ ​  
1 – 3 p.m.​ ​ ​  
Step into history and explore the remarkable legacy of Saint Mary’s College. Hosted by the College's Archivist this special 
event invites alumnae to dive into our rich past through rare photographs, historic artifacts, and treasured documents 
that tell the story of the College’s founding, traditions, and transformation over time. 
 



50 Years Later: Stages, Changes, and Life Purpose 
Kathryn Lyndes, Department of Social Work and Gerontology 
1:15 - 2:30 p.m. 
Exclusive to the Class of 1976 
A thoughtful conversation on claiming meaning and purpose in our 70’s by exploring the past, present, 
and future. Past: A look back on achievements and experiences. Present: An exploration of our current 
values, and honoring the inevitable losses – and changing identities - that come with living longer. 
Future: A possible guide for making life choices that bring freedom and expansiveness. Our discussion 
will be facilitated by Kathryn Lyndes, Department of Social Work and Gerontology at SMC, a trained 
social worker and chaplain whose current research is mapping the provision of religion and spirituality 
with long-term care residents and testing the feasibility of a spiritual assessment tool geared toward 
older adults, and whose own aging experiences keep reminding her that she is no longer 35 years old. 
 
Sustainable Farm 
Christopher Cobb, Ph.D., Associate Professor of English and Environmental Studies, and Matthew Insley, Farm Manager​  
1:30 – 2:30 p.m.​ ​  
See what’s happening at the Farm! On this one-hour visit to the farm, Farm Manager Matthew Insley and Farm Director 
Chris Cobb will showcase the farm’s work on food justice, sustainable nutrient cycling, local biodiversity, and 
ecospirituality. We’ll also get to meet the farm’s resident chickens and see what crops will soon be ready to harvest. The 
tour will meet at the Student Center and proceed to the farm site. Wear comfortable shoes. 
 
Putting-and-Closest-to-the-Pin Contest​ ​ ​  
2 – 4 p.m. 
Step into the swing of things with a little friendly competition! Join us in the Belles Golf Practice Room for a Putting and 
Closest to the Pin Contest using our state-of-the-art golf simulator. Whether you are a seasoned golfer or just in it for fun, 
test your skills and aim for bragging rights! 
Prizes will be awarded, and all are welcome to participate—no equipment or experience required. Just bring your 
competitive spirit and enjoy a fun, low-pressure golf experience!​  
 
The Boldness to Preach! PROCLAIM: Forming and Empowering Women as Ministers of the Word. 
2 - 3 p.m. 
PROCLAIM is an innovative formation program for Catholic women who desire to grow as Ministers of the Word and 
Preachers.  PROCLAIM is designed and hosted in collaboration with the Center for the Study of Spirituality at Saint Mary's 
College. Come learn about the deep hunger to hear the Word of God broken open by women—and how 27 pioneering 
women in PROCLAIM's inaugural cohort are answering that call. Discover how this groundbreaking program equips 
women with the spiritual grounding, theological depth, and preaching craft to bring the Word to life for the communities 
they already love and serve. 
 
SPARK Lab Open House ​ ​  
2 – 5 p.m.​ ​  
Join us for an inside look at the Spark Lab, the College’s hub for creativity, collaboration, and hands-on innovation! During 
your visit, you’ll be able to tour the Lab’s cutting-edge equipment, including 3D printers, laser cutters, and digital design 
tools. You'll even have the opportunity to create and personalize your own SWAG! 
 
PACE Center Open House​ ​  
3 – 4 p.m.​ ​  
 
 
From The Avenue to the World Stage: A Conversation with SMC Alumna Adriana Trigiani 

Adriana Trigiani ‘81, New York Times Bestselling Author 

3 - 4:15 p.m. 



Join President Katie Conboy for an inspiring conversation with acclaimed author and filmmaker Adriana Trigiani ’81. This 

special Reunion session will explore Adriana’s remarkable journey from Saint Mary’s to international acclaim and 

celebrate the enduring influence of her College experience on her life and work. 

 
Walking Tours of Campus​  
Saint Mary's Admission Team​  
3:30 – 4:30 p.m.​ ​ ​  
Take a student-guided tour through the main buildings on campus. Explore Spes Unica Hall, Science Hall, Angela Athletic 
& Wellness Complex, and the Student Center. Wear comfortable shoes. 
 
 


