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DR. QUINTIN SULLIVAN-CSWE SITE VISITOR

On November 9, 2010, Dr. Quintin Sullivan, University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh,
served as our Council on Social Work Education (CSWVE) site visitor. In many meet-
ings throughout the day, Dr. Sullivan met with President Carol Mooney, Patricia A.
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who gave your time to meet, and shared your expertise, with Dr. Sullivan. It was a
very wonderful day in which we again saw the great support with which we are
blessed from all involved with the Saint Mary’s College Department of Social Work.
Thanks also to Dr. Sullivan for his wonderful work. We will receive word of our
reaffirmation status in June, 201 1. We will keep you updated in future newsletters! Dr. Quintin Sullivan from the

University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh
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NOTES FROM THE FIELD

FROM THE

DESK OF DR. JOANN BURKE

As you can see from this picture,
| had to use a new means of
transportation around campus
for a few weeks this fall. | had
foot surgery over fall break and

had some complications. | am

now healing well, but | did get
some attention from using my
scooter as | zoomed down the
halls of Spes Unica! Our junior
social work majors have been
hearing my stories as we work
within the Micro Practice
Course to socialize them into
the profession. They are now
writing their case study paper
and are wondering how they will
know enough to work with cli-
ents in the field next fall. | keep
reminding them this is a learning
process that has been well
tested, and they are in a learning
process. You probably remem-

ber those days while you were

here!

Two of our senior social work
majors, Maire Ready and Han-
nah Snyder, are working with
me on the Harry and Jeanette
Weinberg grant for family care-
giving research. We will pre-
sent some of our research at
the Association of Gerontology
in Higher Education conference
in Cincinnati this coming March.
| enjoy involving our students in
research projects and commu-
nity projects. Wishing each of
you a very Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

As the semester comes to an end, |
have been reflecting on a number of
discussions that | had with the social
work students. One discussion that has
continually come to mind was to see
the client as a person and not a symp-
tom. The students have been engaging
in issues and concerns by placing a hu-
man face to the people they encounter.
The students found a deeper invest-
ment in their learning and realized how
their presence and aid truly impacts a
client’s life. Therefore, a number of the
students questioned life events and how
some people embraced each day by
helping a fellow human being. They also

questioned how other people do not see the
world through the same lens of service and
compassion.

In past newsletters, | have thanked the stu-
dents and field instructors for their service.
As students gave presentations on their prac-
ticum placements, | became mindful that
thanks should also be given to the clients and
the community of South Bend for allowing the
social work intern to enter into their per-
sonal, and at times, traumatic lives.

The leadership class this fall gave me a greater
understanding of students’ views on leader-
ship. Many of the students did not believe
that they were leaders. | introduced a num-
ber of concepts such as diversity, mentors,
goal setting, and barriers of success. As the
semester progressed, | saw a number of stu-
dents blossom into leadership roles by way of
their critical thinking presented in class. |
invited a number of leaders who made an
impact in South Bend or on Saint Mary’s Cam-
pus to present in class. | would like to thank
Diane Fox, Director of Student Success at
Saint Mary’s College, Stacie Jeffirs, Director of
Opportunities, Career Crossing at Saint
Mary’s College, Gene Robinson from Ameri-

can Red Cross, Lt. Cynthia Kilgore of the South
Bend Police Department Crime Stoppers, Alana
Greenfogel of WNDU News, the Honorable
Jenny Manier, a South Bend judge, Dr. JoAnn
Burke, Social Work professor, and Father Chris
Cox, C.S.C,, a Holy Cross priest.

Many of the presenters stated that at one point
in their lives they sat in the similar setting as a
young student waiting to take on the world.
Students were amazed to hear their personal
stories. | know the presenters are very busy.
Both the students and | are very grateful for the
time and for the great presentations given. | am
always looking for leaders in the community to
present in the leadership class. If you would like
to present or if you know someone who would
like to present, please contact me
(Isanchez@saintmarys.edu).

SOCIAL WORK CLUB NEWS

Social Work Club
October Outing

The beginning of a new school
year marks the beginning of a
new year for the Social Work
Club, and with it brings new
members, ideas, and activities.
This year our focus has been on
using our members’ interests to
create events and bringing back
the mentoring aspect of the
Club. The Club has been busy
doing events with different com-
munity partners and enjoying
the time we spend together.
The Club members and officers
have been working hard to in-
corporate new events that re-
flect the many interests of the
group and the changing needs of

our community.

During the first semester, we
had the privilege of working
with wonderful organizations
such as Hope Ministries, St.
Margaret’s House, L'Arche/
Emmaus Community, and some
Title | schools in South Bend. In
October, Matthys Farm hosted
us and families from Hope Min-
istries for a fun day picking
pumpkins and enjoying hay
rides, their corn maze, and the
petting zoo. The event was a
wonderful success and everyone
went home with their own hand
-picked pumpkin.

The same month, the Club con-
ducted our annual food drive for
Saint Margaret’s House, but this
year coupled the delivery of the
food with an agency visit. Marga-
ret Kenney, a volunteer at the
agency since it opened its doors
in 1990, gave Club members a
wonderful and informative tour
of the agency. In November, we
were able to help L'Arche/
Emmaus Community put on

their yearly Thanksgiving event
at Sacred Heart Parish. We had
a great time meeting the com-
munity members, attending Mass
with them, and helping to serve
the meal. Our latest event was
taking part in a Saint Mary’s
College sponsored event, with
Title | schools in South

Bend called Winter Wonder-
land. There were different
events set up throughout cam-
pus for children and their par-
ents. The Club helped children
make picture frames after they
took their pictures with Santa.

We had a great time with the
children and made a few picture
frames ourselves.

We have truly had an amazing
first semester and are looking
forward to what second semes-
ter may bring!

Maria Kenney ‘I |
Social Work Club President
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Dr. Burke and Maria
Kenney compare casts.

The Social Work Club enjoys a
trip to the pumpkin patch.

Comfort Arthur, a novice with the Sis-
ters of the Holy Cross, is pictured with
Maria Kenney ‘11 and Max Sanchez.

Social Work students were entertained by
the novice Sisters of the Holy Cross.




