3 Hommes et un Couffin (3/Three Men and a Cradle) (1985) 106 min.
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Three young men (Jacques, Pierre and Michel) share an apartment in Paris, and have many girlfriends and parties.  Once, during a party, a friend of Jacques' tells him he has a quite compromising package (which turned out to be heroin) to deliver, and asks him if he can leave it discreetly at their place. Jacques agrees and, as he works as a steward, flies away for a one-month trip in Japan, telling Pierre and Michel about the package. Then, one of Jacques' former girlfriends drops a baby before their door, making Pierre and Michel believe that it is the package they are waiting for. Their lives are then completely changed.
8 Femmes (8 Women) (2002) 103 minutes

[image: image2..pict]The film is set in the 1950s in a large country residence, as a family and its servants are preparing for Christmas, when the master of the house is discovered dead in his bed, with a dagger stuck into his back. The murderer must be one of the eight women in the house at the time, and in the course of the investigations each has a tale to tell and secrets to hide.

400 Coups, Les (The 400 Blows) (1959) 99 minutes
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A young Parisian boy, Antoine Doinel, neglected by his derelict parents, skips school, sneaks into movies, runs away from home, steals things, and tries (disastrously) to return them. Like most kids, he gets into more trouble for things he thinks are right than for his actual trespasses. Unlike most kids, he gets whacked with the big stick. 
A Bout de Souffle (Breathless) (1960) 89 minutes

[image: image4.png]


Michel Poiccard, an irresponsible sociopath and small-time thief, steals a car and impulsively murders the motorcycle policeman who pursues him. Now wanted by the authorities, he renews his relationship with Patricia Franchini, a hip American girl studying journalism at the Sorbonne, whom he had met in Nice a few weeks earlier. Before leaving Paris, he plans to collect a debt from an underworld acquaintance and expects her to accompany him on his planned getaway to Italy. Even with his face in the local papers and media, Poiccard seems oblivious to the dragnet that is slowly closing around him as he recklessly pursues his love of American movies and libidinous interest in the beautiful American.
*Afrique, Je te plumerai (1993) 88 minutes
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This documentary of repressive political realities in Cameroon begins with the 1990 publication of an open letter to President Biya calling for a national conference - and the immediate arrest of the letter's author and publisher. The narration then examines the nation's colonial history, beginning with the first German missionary in 1901, the establishment of schools, French occupation following World War I, the paucity of books written by and published by Cameroonians, and the repression of the CPU, a leftist organization of the 1950s and 1960s. 
Air de Famille, Un (1996) 110 min
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An upper middle-class French family celebrates a birthday in a restaurant. In one evening and during one meal, family history, tensions, collective and separate grudges, delights, and memories both clash and coalesce.

*Amant, L’ (1992) 111 minutes

[image: image7.png]


It is French Colonial Vietnam in 1929. A young French girl from a family that is having some monetary difficulties is returning to boarding school. She is alone on public transportation when she catches the eye of a wealthy Chinese businessman. He offers her a ride into town in the back of his chauffeured sedan, and sparks fly. Can the torrid affair that ensues between them overcome the class restrictions and social mores of 

that time? 

Amours d’Astrée et Céladon, Les (The Romance of Astrea and Celadon) (2008) 109 minutes
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In an enchanted forest, back in the time of the Druids, the shepherd Céladon and the shepherdess Astrée share a pure and chaste love. Fooled by a suitor, Astrée dismisses Céladon, who throws himself into a river out of despair. She thinks he's dead, but he's been secretly rescued by some nymphs. Faithful to the promise he made to Astrée to never appear before her again, Céladon must overcome many obstacles to break the curse. Mad with love and despair, coveted by the nymphs, surrounded by rivals, and obliged to disguise himself as a woman to be near the one he loves, will he manage to make himself known without breaking his oath? A romance filled with doubt, hazards, and delicious temptations.

Argent de Poche, L’ (Small Change) (1976) 104 minutes

[image: image9.png]


In the town of Thiers, summer of 1976, teachers and parents give their children skills, love, and attention. A teacher has his first child, a single mother hopes to meet Mr. Right, another mom reaches out to Patrick, a motherless lad who is just discovering the opposite sex. Patrick befriends Julien, a new student who lives in poverty with his mother and has a terrible secret. Bruno shows his friends how to chat up girls. Sylvie stages a witty protest against her parents. Brothers give a friend a haircut. A toddler falls from a window and is unhurt. Everybody goes to the cinema. At camp, Martine catches Patrick's eye. A teacher explains: "Life is hard, but it's wonderful."
Au Revoir les Enfants (Goodbye, Children) (1987) 103 minutes
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Julien is an 11-year-old Catholic boarding-school resident during the Nazi occupation of France.  He is witness to the courage of his instructors, who defy the German's anti-Semitic policies and quietly enroll Jewish children into the school under assumed names. Julien befriends Jean, one of these "instant Catholics." The refugee children are betrayed by a hostile ex-employee of the school, forcing Julien to be a bystander to history as Jean and the teachers are arrested.
Auberge Espagnole, L’ (2002) 120 minutes
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Xavier, an economics student in his twenties, signs on to a European exchange program in order to gain working knowledge of the Spanish language. Promising that they'll remain close, he says farewell to his loving girlfriend, then heads to Barcelona. Following his arrival, Xavier is soon thrust into a cultural melting pot when he moves into an apartment full of international students. An Italian, an English girl, a boy from Denmark, a young girl from Belgium, a German and a girl from Tarragona all join him in a series of adventures that serve as an initiation to life.
*Autre Côté de la Mer, L’ (1997) 90 minutes
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In the summer of 1994, Georges Montero, a pied noir--a Frenchman born and raised in North Africa--sets foot in France for the first time to undergo a cataract operation in Paris. The young eye surgeon who treats him, Tarek Timzert, is of North African heritage, but considers himself French; he doesn't speak Arabic and has never visited the land of his ancestors. The two men--one nearing retirement, the other just starting out in life--form a mutually supportive bond.
Bataille d’Alger, La (1966) 125 minutes
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A film commissioned by the Algerian government that shows the Algerian revolution from both sides. The French foreign legion has left Vietnam in defeat and has something to prove. The Algerians are seeking independence. The two clash. The torture used by the French is contrasted with the Algerian's use of bombs in soda shops. A look at war as a nasty thing that harms and sullies everyone who participates in it.
Belle et la Bête, La (Beauty & The Beast) (1946) 96 minutes
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A half-ruined merchant lives in the country with his son Ludovic and his three daughters. Two of the daughters, Félicie and Adélaïde, are real shrews: selfish, pretentious, and evil. They exploit the third daughter, Belle, as a servant. One day, on a business trip, on the way home, the merchant gets lost in a forest and enters a strange castle. He picks up a rose for Belle, and the castle's owner appears. He is a monster, half-human, half-beast, and possesses magic powers. He sentences the merchant to death, unless he gives up one of his daughters. Belle sacrifices herself for her father and goes to the castle, discovering that the Beast is not so wild and inhuman as he seems.

Bon Voyage (2003) 115 minutes
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At the start of World War II, the fate of the free world hangs in the balance at the posh Hotel Splendide in Bordeaux. Cabinet members, journalists, physicists, and spies of all persuasions gather in order to escape the Nazi occupation of Paris. High society socialites hobnob with jailbirds. Murderous intrigues, scientific secrets and love affairs flourish.
*Carrement à l’Ouest (2001) 95 minutes
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In Paris, where he wields his money scams, Alex has an unexpected encounter with two girls: Fred, who's nothing to do with his world and who he falls for straight away, and Sylvia - sweet, but lonely, Sylvia. To test Alex, Fred devises a curious game of seduction. Sylvia must seduce Alex, and Alex, must in turn, truly desire Sylvia. But Fred gets caught in her own trap. She falls head over heels in love with Alex. However, he no longer knows whom to choose, all the more now that Sylvia is falling in love with him, too. During an eventful night of confusion and intrigue, crazy laughter and tears, our threesome come to realize that what really draws them together is an emotional bond: true love.
César (1936) 160 minutes

[image: image17.png]


Honoré Panisse is dying, cheerfully, with friends, wife, and son at his side. He confesses to the priest in front of his friends; he insists that the doctor be truthful. But, he cannot bring himself to tell his son, Cesariot, that his real father is Marius, the absent son of César, Cesariot's godfather. Panisse leaves that to Fanny, the lad's mother. Dissembling that he's off to see a friend, Cesariot then seeks Marius, now a mechanic in Toulon. Posing as a journalist, Cesariot spends time with Marius and leaves believing tales he is a petty thief. Only after the truth comes out can Marius, Fanny, César, and Cesariot step beyond the falsehoods.
*Chacun cherche son chat (1996) 87 minutes
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Chloe, a young woman, is going on holidays. She entrusts her beloved cat to Madame Renée's care. But one day Madame Renée (an old lady of the neighborhood) cannot find the cat. Chloe starts searching the neighborhood... This is the pretext for the exploration of a quarter of Paris and its inhabitants.
Chateau de ma Mère, Le (My Mother’s Castle) (1990) 98 minutes

[image: image19..pict]Every holiday Marcel and his family go to their cottage in the Provence. He likes the hills in this region. Before they arrive at the cottage they have to walk about 5 miles. With the cooperation of an ex-pupil of Marcel's father, who's a teacher, they only have to walk 1 mile, since they can take a shortcut along a canal, through the backyards of some eccentric people. During one of these holidays he meets Isabelle, a pretty but conceited girl...
*Cheb (1991) 88 minutes
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A dramatic film about a young Algerian man who studied in Paris, France. After school he returns to his native country - Algeria. But nobody wants to know him, meet him, nobody understands him or his mother.
Chien Andalou, Un (1929) 17 minutes
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Un Chien Andalou consists of seventeen minutes of bizarre and surreal images that may or may not mean anything. A straight razor seems to be placed by a woman's eye, a small cloud formation obscures the moon, a cow's eye is slit open, a woman pokes at a severed hand in the street with his cane, a man drags two grand pianos containing dead and rotting donkeys and live priests, and a man's hand has a hole in the palm from which ants emerge.
Chocolat (1988) 105 minutes

[image: image22..pict]A young French woman returns to the vast silence of West Africa to contemplate her childhood days in a colonial outpost in Cameroon. Her strongest memories are of the family's houseboy, Protee - a man of great nobility, intelligence and beauty - and the intricate nature of relationships in a racist society.
Choristes, Les (2004) 97 minutes
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Set in 1948, a professor of music, Clement Mathieu, becomes the supervisor at a boarding school for the rehabilitation for minors. What he discovers disconcerts him -- the current situation is repressive. Through the power of song, Clement tries to transform the students.
Cœur en Hiver, Un (1992) 100 minutes

[image: image24.png]


Stephane and Maxime run a well-respected violin making and repair business. When man-about-town Maxime falls in love with violin virtuoso Camille, Stephane - whose only attachment is a platonic one with a bookshop owner - takes his own interest in this new girl in Maxime's life and in her music-making. Camille gradually becomes attracted to him, but finds his cold lack of response by turns puzzling and irritating. Bit by bit the odd ménage-à-trois becomes set on a collision course.
Colette: Une femme libre (2004) 115min
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189s. Colette is 20 years old and married to Willy, 14 years her elder.  Betrayed, but in search of a freedom and an eternal love, she finds refuge in her writing where she invents for herself a dream world.  Between seduction, sadness, love, and suffering, Colette learns independence and emancipation.  

Comme une Image (Look at me) (2004) 111 minutes
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Lolita, plump, in her 20s, desperately wants her father's attention. He's egotistical, a famous writer and publisher with an attractive wife a little older than Lolita. She's in a choir, rehearsing for a concert but she needs help. Sylvia, a voice coach, is willing to help, knowing she'll have a chance to get her husband's new novel in front of Lolita's father. For Lolita, this is a pattern: people pay attention to her to gain access to him, something she fears is the intent of Sébastien, a journalist who may become her boyfriend. 
* Corniaud, Le (1965) 120 minutes
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In this Franco-Italian gangster parody, a shopkeeper on his way to an Italian holiday suffers a crash, which totals his car. The culprit can only compensate his ruined trip by driving an American friend’s car from Naples to Bordeaux, but as it happens to be filled with such contraband as stolen money, jewelry and drugs, the involuntary and unwitting companions in crime soon attract all but recreational attention from the "milieu".
Cousin Cousine (1975) 96 minutes

[image: image28..pict]Two distant cousins meet for the first time at a wedding banquet for an elderly couple. They both decide that they should see more of each other, and over time, a friendship develops. However, their respective spouses begin to think that more than a friendship is blooming, and as more and more people being to think so as well, the idea starts to become appealing to them.
Cyrano de Bergerac (1990) 138 minutes
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A dashing officer of the guard and romantic poet, Cyrano de Bergerac falls in love with his cousin Roxane without her knowing. His one fault in his life, he feels, is his large nose and although it may have been a forming influence in his rapier-sharp wit, he believes that Roxane will reject him. He resorts to writing letters to her on behalf of one of his cadets, Christian, who is also in love with Roxane but just doesn't know how to tell her. 
Danton (1983) 130 minutes
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Action opens in November of 1793, with Danton returning to Paris from his country retreat upon learning that the Committee for Public Safety, under Robespierre's incitement, has begun a series of massive executions, The Terror. Confident in the peoples' support, Danton clashes with his former ally, but calculating Robespierre soon rounds up Danton and his followers, tries them before a revolutionary tribunal and dispatches them to the guillotine.
Déclin de l’empire américain, Le (1986) 102 minutes
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Four university teachers gather to prepare a dinner. Remy - married, Claude - homosexual, Pierre - girlfriend and Alain - a bachelor, discuss sex, the female body and their affairs with them. Their guests Louis, Dominique, Diane and Danielle are waiting at a health gym. They also discuss sex, the female body and, naturally, men. Later in the evening they meet and have dinner. The discussion? Well, you can guess it...
Dernier Metro, Le (The Last Metro) (1980) 130 minutes

[image: image32.png]



At the time of the Nazi occupation of France, Bernard Granger joins a theatre company in Paris managed by Marion Steiner.  Marion is the wife of a famous stage director, the Jew Lucas Steiner, who is hiding in the cellars of the theatre.  As Marion and Bernard rehearse Lucas’ latest play, the two actors become attracted to each other, although Marion is determined to stay faithful to her husband.
Diaboliques, Les (1955) 116 min
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In a French provincial town, Michel Delassalle, a sadistic headmaster of a school belonging to his wife Christina, a fragile young woman with a weak heart, carries on an affair with Nicole Horner, a strong, forceful teacher who has been his mistress from the day she arrived. He has, however, treated her as badly as his wife, and the two women have been driven into an alliance against him. Together they work out an elaborate plan to rid themselves of their common tormentor. Luring him away from the school to Nicole's cheap lodging house, they induce him to drink some doctored whiskey - and drown him in a bath. The body is later wrapped in a nylon tablecloth, packed into a laundry basket, taken back to the school, and at dark tipped into the grimy water of the school swimming pool. When, shortly after, the pool is drained, watched in anguished expectation from a window by the women, no corpse is there. Soon other mysterious events begin to occur...
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Dimanche a la Campagne, Un (A Sunday in the Country) (1984) 90 minutes

In France, before WWI. As every Sunday, an old painter living in the country is visited by his son Gonzague, coming with his wife and his three children. Then his daugther Irene arrives. She is always in a hurry, she lives alone and does not come so often... An intimist chronicle in which what is not shown, what is guessed, is more important than how it looks, dealing with what each character expects of life.

Dîner de Cons, Le (1998) 85 minutes 
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Each week, Pierre and his friends organize what is called "un dîner de cons". Everyone brings the dumbest guy he could find as a guest. Pierre thinks his champ -François Pignon- will steal the show.
Diva (1981) 122 minutes
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Young Parisian mail courier is content with his bohemian lifestyle, his circle of friends and listening to opera, particularly one exceptional American diva who refuses to be recorded. So enamored with her, he makes an illegal tape of her at a concert. But when the tape is confused with one implicating a police chief with the mob, he must use all his ingenuity to survive. 
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Enfants du Paradis, Les (Children of Paradise) (1945)

Part I: 100 minutes  - Part II: 90 minutes

This tragic tale centers on the ill-fated love between Baptiste, a theater mime, and Claire Reine, an actress who calls herself Garance. Garance, in turn, is loved by three other men: Frederick, a pretentious actor; Lacenaire, a conniving thief; and Count Eduard of Monteray. Nathalie, an actress who is in love with Baptiste, further complicates the story. 
Entre les Murs (The Class) (2008) 128 minutes
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Teacher François Marin and his colleagues are preparing for another school year teaching at a racially mixed inner city high school in Paris. The teachers talk to each other about their prospective students, both the good and the bad. The teachers collectively want to inspire their students, but each teacher is an individual who will do things in his or her own way to achieve the results they desire. They also have differing viewpoints on the students themselves, and how best to praise and discipline them. The administration of the school tries to be as fair as possible, which includes having student representatives sit on the student evaluation committee. Marin's class this year of fourteen and fifteen year olds is no different than previous years, although the names and faces have changed. Marin tries to get through to his students, sometimes with success and sometimes resulting in utter failure. Even Marin has his breaking point, which may result in him doing things he would probably admit to himself are wrong. But after all is said and done, there is next year and another group of students.
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Entre Nous (1983) 110 minutes

Lena is a Jewish refugee from Belgium living in occupied France during WWII. In order to avoid being sent to a German concentration camp, she agrees to marry the discharged military officer Michel. He tries to provide a decent life for her by running an auto repair business. They have two children together, but Lena is unhappy and stifled by her domestic life. Meanwhile, in Paris, the extroverted artist Madeleine mourns the accidental death of her husband. After the liberation of France, she marries actor Costa and has children of her own. In 1952, Lena and Madeleine meet by chance in Lyons. The two women develop an emotional relationship that borders on romantic involvement. Their bond is only strengthened by a mutual dissatisfaction with their husbands, children, and home life in general.
Esquive, L’ (Games of Love and Chance) (2003) 123 minutes
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Krimo is a shy teenager, who’s just been dumped by his long-standing girlfriend. He barely communicates with adults, with his father in prison, and life just coasts along at school. However, when convinced to watch his “homey”, Lydia rehearse a scene from a play by Marivaux, (the famous contemporary of Voltaire), he suddenly finds himself drawn to her. Before too long, he’s bribed the lead actor and finds himself acting opposite Lydia, despite displaying little, if any, aptitude for acting.

Etre et Avoir (To Be and to Have) (2002) 104 minutes
[image: image41..pict]How do we learn to live with others and their wishes? Director Nicolas Philibert poses this question in a village schoolhouse in Auvergne, where Georges Lopez teaches 13 children, ages ranging from about four to 12. Against a landscape of mountains and farmland, from driving snow to rain to sun, the children gather in Lopez's warm and colorful classroom, to read, write dictation, cook, and sort things out. At home, the older ones do homework with parents after their chores. At year's end, they look ahead to the next, visiting the middle school and meeting the little ones coming in the fall. As they learn sums and adjectives, with Lopez's help, they also learn to live side by side.

Fabuleux Destin d’Amelie Poulain, Le (Amélie)  (2001) 120 minutes
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Amélie is a film about an extremely imaginative young girl, who had a very isolated upbringing. The film begins by explaining what happened to her as a child and then moves on to see her moving into her own flat and with her first job as a waitress. The film is presented in a magical way where the viewer is bombarded with trivial yet sweet information on the arrival of any new character; the interesting sub plots throughout the film and the strange thoughts and crazy antics of Amélie herself.
Fanny (1961) 120 minutes
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Almost 19-year-old Marius feels himself in a rut in Marseille and longs for the sea. The night before he is to leave on a 5-year voyage, Fanny, a girl he grew up with, reveals that she is in love with him. He must choose between an exciting life at sea, and a boring life with the woman he loves. 

Faute à Fidel, La ! (2006) 99 minutes
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It is 1970-71, and Anna's father is fighting to redistribute wealth in Chile, while her mother doggedly researches a book on women's abortion ordeals. Meanwhile, Anna, kicking and screaming, must adjust to refugee nannies with strange cooking habits, a cramped apartment filled with noisy, scruffy revolutionaries, and the humiliation of no longer being allowed to attend her beloved catechism class.
Femme Nikita, La (1990) 113 minutes
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Nikita is a young lady, who with two Nihilist friends, commits robbery and murder while on drugs. After her trial she is not executed or taken to prison, but to a school for special operatives. She is told that Nikita no longer exists and she will be trained to pay back society for what she has done, as a spy/assassin. She is trained for over two years and with no warning is handed a gun in a restaurant and told to kill the man at the next table as her handler leaves.
Femmes Aux Yeux Ouverts (1994) 54 minutes
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A look at the grassroots organization of African women as they begin to oppose female genital mutilation, educate each other about sexually transmitted diseases, and learn to run successful businesses.

Femmes… et Femmes (1999) 100 min
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Zakia is a beautiful young woman working as an animator for a television show.  One day she receives a message from an old friend, Lelia, who she has not seen in several years.  On her way to meet Lelia, she runs into two other old friends.  The 4 reunited women promise to never forget each other again.  Events in their lives take them down separate roads, through humor moments, sadness and friendship, but always with the mysterious air of women….

*Folle d’Elle (1998) 100 minutes
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A man (Barr) falls in love from afar with a woman (Winter), who has just broken up acrimoniously with her husband and is disgusted with all men except her gay friends. So he pretends to be gay to get to know her.
French Kiss (1995) 111 min
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Kate and Charlie have a perfect life planned out before them: buying a house, marriage, kids, the whole works. Kate's fear of flying keeps her in Canada while Charlie goes to Paris for a medical convention. While there Charlie is smitten by the lovely Juliette. He calls off the wedding with Kate and she nervously boards a plane to get him back. She ends up sitting next to the petty French thief Luc Teyssier. He hides a stolen necklace and smuggled grape vine in her bag to get it through customs. Her bag is stolen, the necklace apparently lost, and Kate and Luc head to Cannes -- Luc to find the necklace and Kate get Charlie back. Along the way, Kate and Luc begin having feelings for each other -- which change the course of their lives
Gervaise (1956) 116 minutes
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Her lover Auguste Lantier leaves Gervaise Macquart, a young lame laundress, with two boys... She manages to make it, and a few years later she marries Coupeau, a zinc worker. After working very hard a few more years, she succeeds in buying her own laundromat (her dream)... But Coupeau starts to drink after falling from a roof... A faithful adaptation of Emile Zola's novel "L'Assomoir", depicting the fatal degeneration of a family of workers, mainly because of alcohol.
Gloire de mon père (My Father’s Glory) (1990) 110 minutes
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Marcel, witnesses the success of his teacher father, as well as the success of his arrogant Uncle Jules. Marcel and family spend their summer vacation in a cottage in Provence, and Marcel befriends a local boy who teaches him the secrets of the hills in Provence.
Grand Blanc de Lambarene, Le (1995) 93 minutes
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This film shows the complex nature of Dr. Schweitzer, including his patronizing and arrogant attitude towards the Africans he is there to help and his deep devotion and love for them at the same time. You are forced to ask the question as to why people are missionaries. You are forced to ask why the colonial powers never appreciated the rich culture they were so intent on exploiting for their own ends.
Grande Illusion, La (1937) 114 minutes
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During 1st WW, two French officers are captured. Captain De Boeldieu is an aristocrat while Lieutenant Marechal was a mechanic in civilian life. They meet other prisoners from various backgrounds, such as Rosenthal, the son of wealthy Jewish bankers. They are separated from Rosenthal before managing to escape. A few months later, they meet again in a fortress commanded by the aristocrat Van Rauffenstein. De Boeldieu strikes up a friendship with him but Marechal and Rosenthal still want to escape...

Grand Voyage, Le (2004) 108 minutes

Reda, summoned to accompany his father on a pilgrimage to Mecca, complies reluctantly - as he preparing for his baccalaureat and, even more important, has a secret love relationship. The trip across Europe in a broken-down car is also the departure of his father: upon arrival in Mecca, both Reda and his father are not the characters they were at the start of the movie. Avoiding the hackneyed theme of the return to the homeland, the film uses the departure to renew a connection between two generation.
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*Guerre des Boutons, La (1962) 90 minutes
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A class of French boys divides into two factions who begin to battle, with the victors claiming the buttons off the clothes of the vanquished. One day, the boys pull a strategic coup by running into battle naked, leaving their enemies nothing to steal. However, one of their number turns traitor to the other side, helping them plot a secret attack that leaves the recent champions in defeat. The informer is found out and punished for his crimes, so he tells his parents bullies have beaten him up. Soon Mom and Dad are making trouble for their son's schoolmates, with the culprits facing a stay in juvenile hall.






