Guidelines for Major/Concentration/Minor Assessment Plan (due December 15, 2010)
1. Clearly articulate your departmental student learning outcomes
. Do this for all your programs of study, i.e. your major, its concentrations, and your minor(s). 
 Aim for outcomes that are neither too broad nor too specific.
a. Use concrete action words
.

b. Define fuzzy terms (examples-appreciate a viewpoint, write well/proficiently, think critically).

c. Focus on what students should be able to do on completion of major/concentrations and minor 
d. Focus on your most important goals. “Less may, indeed, be more.”
e. Work with colleagues
  and take advantage of College resources (grants, website, etc.)
2. Include the following six LO1 and LO2 sub-outcomes  that are partially fulfilled through the major: 
a. Integration –Synthesis  (LO1)

b. Critical Thinking  (LO2)

c. Writing Competence (LO2)

d. Oral Competence (LO2)

e.  Problem-Solving  (L02)

f. Information Literacy (L02)

3. Link the departmental learning outcomes for your programs of study  to the College’s Four-Year Liberal Learning outcomes. – This can be done by indicating which four-year liberal learning outcome each departmental program of study outcome is related to by indicating L01, LO2, LO3. 
4. Include a description of how each of your outcomes is assessed – In other words, how can you document that the learning outcome has been achieved?
5. Results – These may be as specific as your department would like to share.  Please include results for any current assessment measures.  This section can be left blank for new outcomes or outcome measures.
6. 
Use of results – If the department has results, please describe how these results are being used to improve student learning.  This section can be left blank for new outcomes or outcome measures.
The example below may be of use in considering the presentation of your departmental assessment plan.
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	Minor  Student Learning Outcomes
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The course map below may be of use in considering the relationship between your higher-level major/concentration or minor student learning outcomes and course-based students learning outcomes.  

· Each course within the department should have well-articulated student learning outcomes.

· Course-based student learning outcomes should be tied to your major/concentration or minor student learning outcomes.  

	Departmental

Student Learning Outcome
	Course

	1
	101, 140, 145, 146, 220, 230, 401, 495

	2
	101, 120, 130, 200, 220

	3
	102, 110, 130, 300, 410, 450

	4
	145, 146, 220, 230

	5
	410, 430, 440, 450, 480, 495


Resources: The Assessment Committee provides the following resources to help you:
· Assessment Grants, including departmental grants, individual grants, and travel grants 

· Assessment workshops 

· Writing Learning Outcomes

· Choosing Assessment Tools – webinar with Linda Suskie

· Assessing Writing

· Books and articles housed in the Office of Institutional Research

· Online resources currently being developed
Please feel free to contact Jessica Ickes, Chair of Assessment Committee, jickes@saintmarys.edu with questions.    

Assessment Plans are due December 15, 2010. You and I will meet to discuss your assessment plans in early 2011.
Many thanks for your work on this significant project---Patricia A. Fleming, Ph.D., Senior Vice-President and Dean.  

� According to Linda Suskie in Assessing Student Learning (2004), learning outcomes "are the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and habits of mind that students take with them from a learning experience” and which they can reliably demonstrate. See also page 5, General Education Curriculum Guide, available at http://www.saintmarys.edu/~incandel/CGFinal.pdf.


� The learning outcomes for your major will be similar to—but not identical to— those of  your minor. If you have concentrations , define the sub-outcomes for them.    


�  See � HYPERLINK "http://www.k-state.edu/assessment/slo/action.htm" �http://www.k-state.edu/assessment/slo/action.htm�    and   � HYPERLINK "http://www.weber.edu/AcademicAffairs/outcomes_list.html" �http://www.weber.edu/AcademicAffairs/outcomes_list.html� for suggested action verbs that are helpful in writing student learning outcomes.





� Suskie (2004) in Assessing Student Learning offers the listed suggestions when crafting student learning outcomes:








