Report, Music Department Assessment Retreats

Held Jan 15 and 29, 2010, 9am-1pm
All full time music faculty present:  
Laurel Thomas, Nancy Menk, Jeff Jacob, Zae Munn, Daniel Party

1. What learning outcomes (if any) did your department have for the department before your grant?

Our last assessment report was written by Nancy Menk, outgoing chair of the department, in the spring of 2007.  It dealt primarily with the NASM (National Association of Schools of Music) standards for the degrees we offer, and the ways in which we are in compliance with them.   There were no learning outcomes included in this report.
2. What techniques for assessment (if any) were your department using before your grant?
The nature of our discipline, focused in part around the performance of music, calls us to do a certain amount of assessment as a matter of course.  We have a long history of assessing piano skills (piano proficiency exam), solo performance skills (juries at the end of each semester), and theoretical skills in the classroom setting.   Our Senior Comprehensive project requires students to integrate theoretical and historical knowledge in an independent research project.  Though we have used the information gathered from these regular activities to evaluate individual students, we have not compiled/interpreted the information in a process leading to systematic departmental assessment.
3. What learning outcomes did your department define for the department as a result of your grant?

Our retreat was held specifically to define departmental learning outcomes for the music major, included on the attached sheet.  As a way of beginning the discussion we also worked on a department mission statement; this evolved to a department description similar to those included in the current bulletin.
4. What techniques will you use to assess each learning outcome?

This is work remaining to be done—I am presently creating a chart of learning outcomes to be paired with the appropriate courses/experiences that provide an opportunity for learning each outcome.  When the correct site/source for learning is identified, assessment tools can be identified and utlilized.
Online resources provided by Jessica, Cabrillo College’s Student Learning Outcomes and Instructional Planning: A Workbook
Music Department, Saint Mary’s College

Departmental Learning Outcomes

Department Description

The Music Department prepares experts in the field of music for the next generation, encouraging women as performers, composers, and leaders in music education.  The department offers individualized attention focused on each student’s interests and strengths, including preparation for graduate school and careers in teaching, and opportunities to double major or minor in music.  The department provides a wide range of musical experiences: outstanding performance opportunities in our nationally known choral program, private lessons on all instruments, and classes in the history and structure of music for all students.  Degrees offered by the Music Department include the B.A. in Music and the B.M in Music Education.  Saint Mary’s College is a fully accredited institutional member of the National Association of Schools of Music.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge Acquisition and Integration of Learning
1. The Saint Mary’s Music Major can explain the characteristics of western classical music over time, including the development of standard repertoire and musical style.

2. The Saint Mary’s Music Major correctly utilizes the essential elements of musical structure and notation.

3. The Saint Mary’s Music Major develops abilities in both solo and ensemble performance.

4. The Saint Mary’s Music Major has a basic knowledge of world music cultures.

5. The Saint Mary’s Music Major can apply theoretical analysis to musical compositions.  LO2: Investigative Problem Solving 

6. The Saint Mary’s Music Major can explain artifacts of music in a wider cultural and historical context. LO2: Investigative Problem Solving 

7. The Saint Mary’s Music Major is able to critically evaluate her own music biases and investments.

8. The Saint Mary’s Music Education Major demonstrates an understanding of music teaching methodologies.

Skills: Musical, Cognitive, and Communicative

1. The Saint Mary’s Music Major employs various aspects of critical thinking—interpretation, analysis, evaluation, inference, explanation, and self-regulation—in her intellectual work.  
      LO2: Critical Thinking
2. The Saint Mary’s Music Major communicates effectively about music in both oral and written formats   LO2: Oral Competence and Writing Competence
3. The Saint Mary’s Music Major demonstrates the following basic musicianship skills: conducting, composing, creating manuscripts and computerized scores, and basic keyboard and aural proficiencies

4. The Saint Mary’s Music Major improves her solo and ensemble performance skills throughout her academic career.
5. The Saint Mary’s Music Major critically evaluates the musical aspects of a performance. LO2: Critical Thinking
6. The Saint Mary’s Music Major develops the ability and discipline to learn music independently.

7. The Saint Mary’s Music Education Major is able to teach music in a classroom setting and lead an ensemble rehearsal effectively.

Music Department Student Learning Outcomes

	Knowledge Acquisition/Integration of Learning
	Course

	1 western music
	271, 272, 273

	2 musical structure & notation
	181, 182, 281, 282, 362

	3 solo & ensemble performance
	111-431, 200, 201, 203, 204, 205, juries, performances

	4 world music
	273?

	5 theoretical analysis*
	495, Senior Comprehensive

	6 cultural & historical context
	495, Senior Comprehensive

	7  evaluates personal bias
	

	8 teaching methodologies
	250, 251, 252, 253, 351, 451, 453, student teaching

	Skills Outcomes
	Course

	1 critical thinking
	495, Senior Comprehensive

	2  oral & written competence
	495, Senior Comprehensive, Advanced W

	3 conduct, compose, scores, keyboard, aural
	365, 366, 362, 182L, 281L, 282L, piano proficiencies

	4 improves solo & ensemble skills
	111-431, 200, 201, 203, 204, 205, jury preparation, performances

	5 critically evaluates performance
	

	6 discipline to learn music independently
	111-431

	7 teach & rehearse effectively
	351, 453, student teaching


*Highlighted lines relate to the General Education Skills Outcomes (LO2) to be taught in 

the major.  Information Literacy is missing—we must address this!
