






















 
 

 

By Angela Saoud ’05 

In the spirit of staying connected to other education 
alumnae, an informal group of Saint Mary’s graduates 
have been meeting now for over a year. Though we teach 
in different schools and towns, we continue to support one 
another today, thanks to 
our common experiences, 
courses, and professors at 
Saint Mary’s. 

Since graduation,  
Caelea Armstrong ’04 , 

Cofee talk: Angela Saoud ’05, Professor Kitty Green, Nicole Garcia ’04, Jenna Kartje Gensic ’05, Ragen Graf ’04 

meet at Dalloway’s Clubhouse. 

Nicole Garcia ’04, Jenna Kartje Gensic ’05, Corrie Golando ’05, 
Ragen Graf ’04, Taryn Posthuma Schneider ’05, Leslie 
Vargas ’06, and myself have met with Saint Mary’s education 
professor Kitty Green PhD, to celebrate our passion for 
teaching. 

As recent graduates and first-year teachers, we had 
completed our coursework at Saint Mary’s, our observations, 
and student teaching at area high schools and middle 
schools. We had become certified in a wide variety of 
content areas, from science to English, under the direction 
of professors who had become our mentors. The invaluable 
classroom experience we received while at Saint Mary’s 
confirmed that we were prepared intellectually and 
emotionally. Thanks to faculty like Professor Green, we 
knew what to expect, and our desire to continue supporting 
each other kept us close as we approached the task of 
implementing what we had learned at Saint Mary’s. 

“In college, we had our time in class to share stories, 
ask for advice, collaborate on lessons, and prepare for the 
unknown,” says Gensic. “It’s refreshing being in the presence 
of people who share your job, and an expert who has 
encountered many of our experiences before.” 

Though busy with lesson plans, advising positions, and 
the hard work of mentoring our own students, our group 
meets once a month for coffee or dinner, cementing a 
decision not to face the first year of teaching alone. 

Professor Green’s relationship with our group is 

characteristic of Saint Mary’s professors, as they continue 
supporting their students long past graduation. An inspiring 
educator herself, she boosts them up with her confidence in 
them, because she knows they will succeed. She says when 
she saw the search notice for the first full-time secondary 

education faculty member in 2000, she 
knew Saint Mary’s was looking for her. 

“I had spent roughly 15 years in 
administration trying to get teachers to 
look at teaching and learning in a different 
way, a way that challenged students, but 
where students also had fun. I wanted 
to see if I could practice what I had been 
preaching,” Green says. “It has been 
phenomenal working with young people 
the caliber of my students, which is why I 
wanted to be at Saint Mary’s.” 

Professor Green began teaching in 
1967, as the only English teacher at 
Wellington-Napoleon High School in 
Missouri. After a year, she transferred 
to Crystal Lake Central High School 
in Crystal Lake, Ill. She stayed there in 
teaching and administration until 2000, 
when she joined the faculty at Saint 
Mary’s. Her work has led her to present 
research locally, regionally, nationally and 
internationally, her favorite being a paper 
on service learning that she presented in 
Ireland. She believes being able to talk 
to others about teaching and education, 

whether on a different continent or with our group of 
graduates, is one thing she loves most about her career. 

“I’ve called the Secondary Education Program ‘small, but 
mighty’ because its grads are in schools all over the country 
making high school a better place for all kinds of students, 
and that was my mission as a teacher, principal, assistant 
superintendent, and professor,” Green says. “When we all 
get together, I get to hear first hand that all I had hoped for is 
alive in all of [my students]. It just doesn’t get any better than 
this!” 

While it may seem trivial that the group gets together 
to share a cup of coffee or piece of cheesecake, it’s the 
conversation and the camaraderie shared that affirms we 
are doing good work. This is priceless encouragement for a 
young teacher. “[Meeting] offers an opportunity to meet with 
fellow teachers who I can learn from and enjoy spending 
time with,” says Garcia. “We draw on each other’s strengths 
and … Dr. Green … is the one we all look to for guidance and 
support. There’s a level of trust and understanding within our 
group that I don’t find with other teachers.” 

For Gensic, the support of other alumnae encourages her 
passion for teaching and resolve to achieve, while keeping 
the values of her Saint Mary’s experience at heart. “My Saint 
Mary’s education has provided me with a great support 
system and a network for professional advancement,” she 
says. “To this day, I feel I can still approach my professors 
about obstacles that arise.” 

COURIER |  10 

















 
 

 

.. developmentnews 

Putting their Heads and Hearts Together: Three Chairs Rally 
the Class of 1963 
By Shannon E. Brewer ’03 

In a rare event in College history, the alumnae class of 
1963 now has three volunteer chairs heading their Reunion 
gift campaign. When Board of Trustees member Beverly 
Troxler O’Grady ’63 volunteered to chair the campaign for 
her class, she celebrated the collaborative spirit of Saint 
Mary’s alumnae by soliciting the help of two friends and 
classmates. Margaret Mary Scanlan Shuff ’63 and Dona 
Duncan Hotopp ’63 joined O’Grady, bringing their marketing 
skills and campaigning experience to the project. 

O’Grady happily included her two friends in her plans 
with the goal of increasing the participation of the Class of 
1963. The annual campaign raises money for scholarships 
and other financial needs. It is part of the larger Reunion 
Gift Campaign. Each year 11 classes celebrate reunions. 
A volunteer chair organizes phone calls and visits to her 
classmates to encourage them to support the College. 
O’Grady is committed to “giving back to Saint Mary’s,” and 
says that when she volunteered to chair the campaign, she 
asked herself, “How can I do this without support?” 

Hotopp, French and humanistic studies major, and 
retired health care services director, stepped in. She offers 
her experience as a former class chair and her strong 
relationships with alumnae. “It was her name on the 

See them at Reunion 2008! 

Beverly Troxler O’Grady ’63 Dona Duncan Hotopp ’63 

annual letter that got my attention,” O’Grady reflects 
on Hotopp’s history with the campaigns. Hotopp has 
participated in past Reunions, the annual summer event 
for alumnae, and worked on the Sesqui-Campaign. The 
two classmates found additional help in Shuff, a magazine 
entrepreneur who co-owns JES Publishing with her husband, 
John, in Boca Raton, Fla. Her marketing expertise rounds out 
the trio’s abilities, making them fitting representatives for the 
dynamic Class of 1963. 

“With three people, we can really get things done,” says 
O’Grady. As chairs, the women oversee raising money 
for their class, sending letters, making phone calls, and 
organizing a campaign committee. They took the first 
steps in organizing the leadership and set the goal of 

achieving 51% class participation in the campaign. The 
goal is impressive, as are these women’s expectations for 
achievement in the other parts of their lives. 

O’Grady, an English literature major, who went on to 
receive her master’s degree in the history of language and 

The annual campaign raises money for 
scholarships and other financial needs. It is 
part of the larger Reunion Gift Campaign. 

Each year 11 classes celebrate reunions. 
A volunteer chair organizes phone calls 

and visits to her classmates to encourage 
them to support the College. 

philology from Columbia, attributes this drive to her Saint 
Mary’s education. She now co-owns Wilkinson O’Grady 
Global Asset Management, an investment company in New 
York, N.Y. For her, the campaign is about gratitude. “I can’t 

thank the members of the 
community who made Saint 
Mary’s the place that was so 
good for me,” she says. So she 
is determined to help shape 
the future of Saint Mary’s. “I 
am so grateful to them for 
what they did for me, morally, 
ethically, and scholastically … 
I want to be assured that Saint 
Mary’s can do that financially, 
to continue to attract the kind 
of talent and leadership they 
have now.” 

The three chairs have found 
their collaboration invaluable. 
O’Grady explains that their 
mission is constantly in front 
of at least one of them. It Margaret Mary Scanlan Shuf ’63 
confirms the value of putting 

their three heads together. “We have conference calls,” says 
O’Grady, laughing, as she reflects on how they remind each 
other, “Are you making phone calls [to classmates]?” Their 
relationship keeps them focused on the goal. “Was it Cardinal 
John Newman that said the community creates a stronger 
whole?” O’Grady asks. The aspirations and dedication of the 
three classmates certainly creates a stronger Class of 1963, 
and their leadership sets a first-class example for alumnae 
and students alike. 

This May 29–June 1, the Class of 1963 will gather with 
ten other classes for the Annual Reunion Weekend. Many 
alumnae will see each other for the first time in years, 
to catch up, share memories, and share in the spirit of 
Saint Mary’s. 
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Beach, Fla., and married with a 2-year-
old and working as an attorney in Port 
St. Lucie, Fla., doing Social Security 
disability and workers’ compensation 
law. Kelly hopes to see everyone at the 
25th reunion. 

I also received an e-mail from 
Kathleen Murphy (Murph) who, 
along with Elaine Hocter Moore, will 
be planning our 25th reunion for the 
summer of 2009. (Can you believe 
that’s actually POSSIBLE?) If you have 
never come back for a reunion, you 
really don’t know what you’re missing. 
It is both enlightening and spiritual, 
and can refresh your outlook on life 
whether for a day or a weekend. In 
preparation for our 25th reunion next 
summer (2009), Murph and Eileen 
are thinking about girls’ weekend 
in Chicago this summer (2008) to 
generate ideas and excitement for our 
25th celebration. If interested please 
e-mail Murph at Kmurphy224@aol. 
com. 

Thanks to everyone for their input. 
Please keep in touch and contribute 
your ideas for our 25th reunion next 
summer! Hope to see you in South 

Bend. 

’86 Mary Fran Gisch Kitz 
4931 Lee Ave 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
630-541-3886 
mkitz62@aol.com 

Hello, classmates! Sorry for my 
absence in the last issue. The deadline 
got away from me! 

I had a great talk recently with 
Julie Lackner Ryan, and she is 
doing well. Julie and Paul ND ’86, 
a cardiologist, have four children, 
Rapher, Clare, Kevin, and Jack. They 
have lived in Willowbrook, a Chicago 
suburb, for nine years. Their oldest is 
at Nazareth Academy (high school) in 
LaGrange and is developing his talents 
with the football and basketball teams. 
Julie said that Rapher had casts on 
both arms for most of football season, 
but he’s really enjoying the basketball 
season. 

Julie told me that they often cross 
paths with Kerry Gallagher DiSanto, 
Dave, and family. Kerry and Dave’s son, 
Jack, is also a freshman at Nazareth 
Academy, and daughter, Nora, is an 
8th grader at St. Francis. Kerry is a 
neurologist and practices at LaGrange 
and Hinsdale Hospitals, where Paul 
also practices. 

Nazareth Academy is certainly 
a popular place—and Debbie 
Vondrasek is the principal there! 
Debbie loves her job and working at 
her alma mater. Debbie said that her 
career path after graduation included 
working in business, teaching in junior 
high, serving as a campus minister, 
and then, eight years ago, becoming 
principal at the academy. Debbie 

adopted her daughter, Maya, from 
China eight years ago. Debbie said 
that Maya, 8, attends St. Francis Grade 
School, right across the street from 
Nazareth. What a small world—Debbie 
the principal of a high school attended 
by two classmates’ children! Debbie 
said that she was meeting some Saint 
Mary’s College classmates for dinner 
on the night we talked, and I asked for 
an update about them for next time! 

Julie told me that Laura LaSata 
O’Neill and Dan are living in Rome, 
Italy, with their four children! Timmy, 
John, Bob, and Annie range from 5th 
grade to preschool age. Dan is a trader, 
and they chose Rome as their home 
after enjoying life there a few years 
earlier. Sounds like a great adventure! 

Marci Woods Kilpatrick and 
Kevin ND ’86 are on an adventure 
of their own. Kevin accepted a job 
with the U.S. State Department as 
the regional medical director of the 
American embassy in Kazakhstan! 
Marci, a consummate organizer, 
accomplished the task of packing up 
their belongings in North Carolina 
and directing the move for their fve 
children, as Kevin was already abroad. 
Connor, Quinn, Eileen, Liam, and Aidan 
range in age from senior year in high 
school to 5th grade. After living abroad 
in the past, Marci, Kevin, and family 
may have found that life in North 
Carolina was getting dull after a few 
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years there! On to the next adventure! 
I had a lovely visit with Susie 

Miller Schilling at my home last 
summer. Susie traveled to Chicago 
with daughter Megan, 13, and son 
Christopher, 10, after dropping of 
Nicholas, 16, at Notre Dame for soccer 
camp. Susie and Nick ND ’86 live and 
work in Kansas City. Susie loves doing 
charitable work and fundraisers, and 
she also consults. Susie has earned 
her real estate license, and she acted 
as the general contractor for the 
renovation of the family home. Nick 
and Susie’s oldest, Katherine, attends 
Notre Dame and is part of the Notre 
Dame Folk Choir, the same choir 
that Susie was a member of as a 
student. Patrick is playing football at 
Kansas University. They have a busy 
household! 

While Susie was in town, we 
met up with a few classmates at my 
home. They included KC McGrath 
Wollenberg and Janice Bradley 
Gislason. KC and her husband, Dan, 
are busy with their three young sons 
in Lemont, Ill., and Janice and husband 
James are also busy with their 
three young sons in her hometown 
of Flossmoor, Ill. It was great to 
reconnect! 

I received a note from Anne 
Marie Kollman Kaes. Anne Marie 
and Ron live in Cincinnati with their 
three beautiful daughters: Emily, a 
sophomore, and Katie and Kelly, both 
in junior high. Anne Marie writes that 
the girls swim year round and are 
also active in soccer, basketball, and 
volleyball. Anne Marie continues to 
work as a nurse in a doctor’s ofce and 
writes that she is feeling great! 

I visited Jeanne Grammens 
Hidalgo briefy last summer in 
Indianapolis, where she moved into 
a new home. Jeanne landed a job as 
campus minister at nearby Marian 
College in Indy and says that she fnds 
the work with college students very 
rewarding. Jeanne’s four children are 
busy: Nicholas and Gabrielle are in 
high school, and Maddie and Tomas 
are in grade school. Jeanne enjoys 
playing tennis and doing activities 
with the kids. 

CathyAnn Reynolds-Collette 
and Graham have exciting news. 
In December 2006, they adopted 
darling little Ana Lee, born November 
2004, in Guatemala. Big sister Eileen 
Rose is delighted, as are CathyAnn 
and Graham. The family lives in 
Washington, D.C. 

Suzy Avitabile Huschke and 
Mark live an outdoorsy lifestyle in 
Eden Prairie, Minn. Elizabeth and 
Adrienne, both in high school, and 
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Daniel, in the ffth grade, are all active 
in Destination Imagination teams, 
as well as soccer and other sports. 
Suzy is in her second year teaching 
6-8th graders at St. Therese Catholic 
School. Suzy and family enjoy cross 
country skiing, kayaking, and hiking. 
Suzy and daughter Elizabeth went 
on a mission trip to New Orleans to 
help paint houses, among other jobs. 
They all enjoyed the Boundary Waters 
Adventure trip that sounded fun but 
grueling to me! 

As for us, Mike ND ’84 and I and our 
three kids are enjoying life in Downers 
Grove, Ill. Brendan is at Montini 
Catholic H.S., and Catherine and 
Megan are at St. Joseph Grade School. 
I love living near my parents and 
sisters. I was fortunate enough to take 
a trip in October to Northern Italy with 
my sisters, Peggy Gisch ’87, Elizabeth 
Gisch ’91, and Kate Gisch Ogilvie ’95 
and a few other family members. We 
did some winery tours and tastings, 
and enjoyed wonderful food and 
gorgeous scenery. It was awesome! 

My daughters enjoyed Fine Arts 
Camp at Saint Mary’s College last 
summer and both plan to attend 
again! It was a joy for me to bring 
them to our beautiful campus, settle 
them into a Holy Cross dorm room, 
and reconnect with a place that I hold 
dear. 

That wraps up the report for this 
time. Please send me a quick e-mail 
so that I can include you in the next 
update! God bless you! 

From the Courier Ofce: 
Laura Lanichak Gregg was 
fown to New York City, N.Y., to 
ring “The Bell” on the New York 
Stock Exchange on Sept. 13, 2007. 

REUNION May 29–June 1, 2008 

’88 Mary Kay Scheid 
264 Teague Drive 
San Dimas, CA 91773-3374 
(909) 592-7737 
marykay_scheid@yahoo.com 

As I write this, I am watching the 
snow falling gently in my parents’ 
backyard. I am reminded again of the 
magic of changing seasons. 

I continue to live and work in 
California but travel to the Midwest 
frequently to catch up with family 
and friends. When not in Chicago 
or California, I like to explore the 
world. My son, Michael, and I toured 
Ireland for several weeks in July 2007, 
with Elizabeth Murphy serving as 
tour guide extraordinaire. We had 
a fantastic time—so fantastic that 
Elizabeth decided to relocate to Ireland 

in January 2008. 
Heather Hypes O’Bryan shares 

that she, too, has been enjoying 
time with other ’88 graduates. Ann 
Bettendorf Freeman had a fabulous 
Christmas party at her beautiful home 
in Chicago. Maureen Ryan Lyons 
and her husband, Chris, were there 
as well. Maureen’s children Paige, 
5, and Carter, 4, go to school with 
Heather’s baby, Emma, 3. Kathleen 
Moran and Heather spent time visiting 
before Kathleen and husband Greg 
headed back home to Vermont. Katy 
Englehart lives in Chicago. She travels 
all over for work and pleasure, so it is 
hard to keep up with her adventures. 
Suzi Moser stopped in Chicago this 
summer to go to Lollapalooza before 
heading to Greece, Ireland, Brazil, and 
other places. She lives in San Francisco 
and is a nurse practitioner treating 
children in the Bay Area. Kathryn 
Humm Williams lives in Hinsdale. She 
is very busy with her four children and 
a part-time teaching position at the 
Hinsdale Community House Preschool. 
Lisa McGowan Seymour is very 
busy with her four kids. Susan Etten 
Rooney lives on the North Shore with 
Phil and her family. 

Other Chicago-area graduates 
have been equally busy. Erin 
Haggerty Antonietti, Katie Kearney 
Devereux, Lenore Madden McCarter 
(Kolin ND ’88), Mimi Sullivan Moore 
(Greg “Nash” ND ’88), and Kate 
McDevitt Meyer recently gathered 
at Katie’s home with their spouses 
and children (all 18 of them!) for some 
pre-holiday fun. Erin, married to Mark, 
is an assistant Cook County state’s 
attorney and mother to Dominic, 8, 
Gino, 6, and twins Ben and Cecilia, 
3. Katie is a licensed clinical social 
worker who recently left her position 
at Children’s Memorial Hospital to 
be a stay-at-home mom to Maeve, 5, 
Mac, 3, and Quinn Kathleen, 1. Lenore, 
mother to Ed, 11, Anne, 10, and Frank, 
7, is a trust ofcer at the First National 
Bank of LaGrange. Mimi, mother to 
Kaileigh, 12, Nash, 10, Elisabeth, 7, and 
Mallory, 2, is a labor and employment 
partner at Bryan Cave, LLP. Kate Meyer 
and husband Dan live in Wisconsin 
with their children, Maredithe, 12, 
Brian, 9, Daniel, 6, and Margo, 1. 
Our next reunion was a big topic of 
conversation. All are looking forward 
to attending and catching up with old 
friends. 

Erin, Katie, and Lenore also 
recently visited with Angie Cortesio 
Harrington, who was in town for 
the Notre Dame/USC game. Angie is 
a stay-at-home mom and lives with 
husband Bill and their four boys, Burke, 

14, Jack, 12, Jimmy, 9, and Joey, 6, in 
Parkland, Fla. 

Regina Rudser Hoyt writes: “I am 
so looking forward to reunion, and I 
hope many can and will attend. I went 
with my sister to her 25th Saint Mary’s 
College reunion last summer, and I 
had such a lovely time that I vowed to 
attend again next summer. Imagine, 
if it was fun without classmates, how 
much fun it will be when we are 
reunited! Our family has been blessed 
by the addition of a daughter, Grace, 
born on Nov. 6, 2007. Grace is my 
fourth child, and fortunately she is a 
quiet and content little wonder. She 
joins our clan of Colin, 8, Aidan, 5, 
and Margaret Mary, 3. My husband, 
Shawn, is a Notre Dame grad. My niece 
Katherine, who was born when we 
were juniors at Saint Mary’s College, is 
presently a junior at Notre Dame. Her 
mother and father are Saint Mary’s 
College/Notre Dame grads. Shawn and 
I can only hope we have at least one 
Saint Mary’s College or Notre Dame 
grad in our family, too!” 

Elizabeth Wrobel Falco and her 
husband, Bill, celebrated the arrival of a 
son, Rocco Michael Falco, born July 30, 
2007. Elizabeth says: “We are all doing 
great and getting adjusted to the 
new schedule and less sleep. Angela 
Kowalski Huf visited us shortly after 
our son’s arrival. Angela was on a 
six-week visit to the U.S.A. with her 
husband, Scott, and sons Liam and 
Sean. Currently, they reside in China.” 

I always welcome news from 
classmates, via phone or mail, whether 
or not I am close to a deadline. I 
hope to catch up with many of you 
personally during our reunion. 

’90 
Shannon McGowan Gannon 

836 N. Catherine Avenue 
La Grange Park, IL 60526 
(708) 354-2384 

From the Courier Ofce: Tina 
Rigby Welsh married Sean Welsh 
on Nov. 3, 2007, in Philadelphia, 
Pa. Jill Pletzke Huiskens, Katy 
Kavanaugh, Mary Henely Hanfing, 
and Bridget Dunne Garra ’92 
were in attendance. Tina is vice 
president of Willis of New York, Inc. 

’92 Patsy McGowan Donahue 
4409 Lincoln Lane NW 
Rochester, MN 55901 
Smc92news@yahoo.com 

Jim and I welcomed our third child, 
Meghan Maureen, on June 21, 2007. 
Big sister Shannon, 5, and brother Jack, 

2, adore the baby. By the time this 
column prints, we will have relocated 
again to Baltimore. We will miss living 
in Minnesota, although not the six 
months of cold winter weather. Please 
drop an e-mail or note if you have a 
chance. 

I received a nice e-mail from Jo 
Biergans Lupo, who lives in Bedford, 
N.H., which is right outside Manchester. 
After taking time of to raise Katie, 7, 
Joey, 5, and Lauren, 5, Jo just retook 
her nursing boards to return to OR 
nursing. In October 2007, Maureen 
Reilly Donehoo and Kathleen Golski 
Coolman visited Jo for their frst 
reunion since Jo’s wedding in 1995. 
The three ran the Hollis Applefest 
half-marathon and then went to Cape 
Cod for a long weekend to recuperate. 
Maureen is married and living in 
Brentwood, Tenn., right outside of 
Nashville, after living several years in 
Austin, Texas (and Mo said that she 
would never leave Chicago...). She 
has just returned to nursing as a case 
manager at Vanderbilt Medical Center 
after taking some time of to raise her 
two beautiful daughters: Madelyn, 
8, and Colleen, 6. She also keeps 
busy running and biking. Kathleen is 
married and living in O’Fallon, Mo., 
right outside of St. Louis. She did an 
18-month stint as a single mom to 
her two great kids, Katherine, 9, and 
Brian, 6, when her husband, Russ, was 
deployed to Afghanistan with the 
military—Kathleen made it look easy 
even though it must have been a very 
difcult time for her. Kathleen has also 
returned to nursing in a cardiac rehab 
center. She still swims regularly and 
coaches during her summers. 

Annie Hartzel Olsen and Chris 
welcomed their frst baby, Maria Grace, 
on June 27, 2007. 

Julie Scully Tucek, marketing 
director for Legacy Professionals LLP 
in Chicago, was elected to serve as 
vice president for the Association 
for Accounting Marketing (AAM). 
She had previously served on the 
board of directors from 2001 to 
2004 as a member-at-large and as 
secretary. AAM is the only association 
in the country formed specifcally 
to address the growing marketing 
needs of public accounting frms. 
Legacy is headquartered in Chicago 
and has ofces in Minneapolis and 
Munster, Ind. The frm provides 
audit, accounting, and tax services 
to employee beneft plans, labor 
organizations, and not-for-proft 
organizations. Julie and Jack ND 
’92 live in Riverside, Ill., with their 
daughters: Grace, 8, and Emma Kate, 
4. They visited Amy Rushin Kolar 
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and her family in Edina, Minn., in 
the summer of 2007. Julie has been 
training for her sixth triathlon and does 
sprint and Olympic distances. Julie 
passed along the news that Becky 
McMahon Ronan did her frst race 
this summer in Austin, Texas. Becky 
and Bella, 7, visited the Tucek family 
in the summer of 2007 on their way 
up to a family vacation in Minnesota. 
Julie, Becky, Amy, and Lisa McConnell 
Orsinelli get together for their annual 
girls’ weekend at the Kohler Spa in 
Kohler, Wis. Lisa lives in New Albany, 
Ohio, with her husband and four 
children: Abigail, Sophia, Victor, and 
Roman. Lisa graduated in 1995 with a 
physical therapy degree from Indiana 
University (IUPUI). 

Annie Martin Flynn and John ND 
’92 are the proud parents of the Flynn 
Fab Five. They welcomed John “Jack” 
Hurley on April 5, 2007. Kaitlyn, Molly, 
Maggie, and Colleen were thrilled to 
welcome their new baby brother. 

Sharon Fisher Burke and James 
live in San Francisco with their 
son, James Andrew Burke III. They 
welcomed James on July 5, 2005. 
Sharon is an inventory planner with 
Cost Plus World Market. 

From the Courier Ofce: Kelly 
Ivcevich married Andrew Noga 
(College of the Holy Cross ’90, Harvard 
’98) on Sunday, Sept. 3, 2006, in 
Indianapolis, Ind. Celynn Krueger 
McClarrinon, Kelly O’Connell 
Mangel, Heather Pfanz, Ann 
Miller Weixel, Anne Adee, Heather 
McLeod Sullivan, Genevieve Baisley, 
Meredith Hurley Beachler, Bridget 
Boyle Saxton, Molly Cain Milton ’93, 
Katie Spahn Conway ’93, and Rachel 
Lamb Schrepferman were all there 
to celebrate with the couple. Kelly and 
Drew honeymooned in Mexico before 
returning to Indianapolis, where they 
now reside. 

’96 Julie Steinke 
1039 E. Main Street 
Troy, OH 45373 
(937) 205-0265 
smcalumnae96@yahoo.com 

Hello again, everyone! As usual, 
we’ve been a very busy class, so here’s 
the scoop on what your classmates are 
up to these days. 

Jennie Taubenheim Robinette 
and husband Craig moved to Asheville, 
N.C., last July. They have a daughter 
named Josie, 2, and on Feb. 24, 2007, 
the family welcomed a little boy, Gil. 
Jennie has taught kindergarten for 
ten years now, and Craig is currently 
teaching ffth grade. Elizabeth “Lissa” 

Oswald Nientimp spent much of the 
chilly Minneapolis winter on maternity 
leave after delivering a beautiful baby 
boy on Sept. 16. Bennett Thomas is 
doing well, and they are all adjusting 
to the new family foursome. The baby’s 
big sister, Avery, 3, is absolutely smitten 
with him. After maternity leave, Lissa 
will return to work at General Mills, 
where she will continue to search for 
the best ideas for the prize inside the 
cereal box. Lissa’s message brought 
back good memories of the days when 
she and roommates Jennie Robinette 
and Kelly Brocato lived next to me 
and roommates Simone Barber 
Vecchio and Beth Luedtke Petrie. 
Here’s a shout out to our “NEIGHBORS!” 
(Oh, the memories.) 

Ellen Sanders Reed and husband, 
Steve, recently bought their frst 
house in St. Louis. This summer, Ellen 
celebrated the wedding of her sister, 
Suzanne Sanders ’93, to Brent 
Burzynski along with about ten other 
Saint Mary’s College alumnae from 
various classes. The wedding was 
held on 7/7/07, and the evening was 
capped of with freworks. Fellow 
St. Louis resident Leanne Jones 
O’Callaghan and husband Michael 
are happy to announce the arrival of 
son Conor Patrick O’Callaghan. Jenny 
Horan Noonan and husband Tim 
are moving to Houston, where Tim is 
starting his own orthopedic practice. 
Jenny is a stay-at-home mother to 
daughter Bethany, 4, and son Peter, 
who joined the family on May 18, 2007. 
Mary Good Palmer, husband Mike 
ND ’94, daughter Ruthie, 5, and son 
Jacob, 2, welcomed a new addition to 
the family last May: Anne Rita (“Annie”) 
Palmer. On March 27, 2007, Beth Van 
Tiem Nesbitt and husband Garett 
were blessed with the arrival of Holly 
Ann Nesbitt. 

Megan Maloney O’Sullivan 
keeps busy running around after her 
three boys. The youngest, James, was 
born on April 3, 2007. Karen Gerlach 
is in Richmond, Va., for her residency in 
radiology, and Lisa Siefert is now the 
regional group ftness director for the 
Cheetah Gyms in Chicago. Lisa teaches 
about 17 classes each week, which 
keeps her pretty busy! Her roommate, 
Andrea Flajole ‘97, moved to 
Chicago this summer and is working 
as a manager at Ann Taylor. Barbara 
Howells Boukater is now the director 
of summer programs at Pace Academy 
and continues to be entertained by 
son Bryce, 1. Tina Lemker Reigh 
currently lives in Dillingham, Alaska, 
which is a little fshing town of of 
the road system. Tina has worked as a 
Legal Aid attorney since 2004. She and 
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her husband, Clint, have a daughter, 
Gisa, 1, who is a total kick. Anne 
Hurley Larkin now lives in Valparaiso, 
Ind., and is a stay-at-home mom to 
three boys (Finn, 5; Kieran, 2; and Liam, 
10 months). While visiting her in-laws 
in Orange County, Cal., Anne was able 
to meet up with Erin Harty, who 
lives in Irvine and works in real estate 
in Laguna Beach. Erin and Anne had 
much to talk about as they are both 
contemplating new careers working 
with persons with autism. 

Nora Genevieve McCormick 
was born on Aug. 19, 2007, in New 
York. She joins proud parents Beth 
Regan McCormick and John, and 
big brother Jack, 3. Katie Rose Hulett 
and husband Kevin are enjoying the 
arrival of their son, Aiden, born May 18, 
2007. The happy family is now living 
in Geneva, Ill., on the far western side 
of Chicago. Their previous home was 
Alaska. Katie’s husband joined a private 
practice, where he’s an ENT doctor, and 
is thrilled with the new group. 

Kelly Kilmer Mullagh and 
husband welcomed their frst child, 
Benjamin Troyer, on Jan. 20, 2007. 
Kelly’s college roommate, Megan 
Bruchas Brunson, had her second 
child, Samuel James, in May 2007. 
Kelly was lucky enough to be in the 
states all summer long and had several 
chances to catch up with Lori Gaddis 
Kevin, Angela McNulty Bannon, 
and Jennifer Holuj Rediger at a 
pool party at Jen’s house—with all 
fve kids in tow between the four of 
them. She was also able to catch up 
with the girls again, as well as with 
Kristen Ross O’Connor and Stacey 
Reding Sutter, at a baby shower for 
Jennifer in Chicago. Kelly and family 
visited Stacey and her little girl, Sadie 
Lynn, in Rochester, N.Y., as her family 
drove back to Canada. Finally, Jennifer 
Holuj Rediger and husband Scott 

welcomed their son, Alexander James, 
last Nov. 16. Needless to say, Babies-R-
Us had a great 2007 between all the 
new babies among the group. 

Jayne Gillig A’Hearn sent in a 
plethora of news, starting with the 
arrival of her fourth child on May 1, 
2007. Mallory Jayne A’Hearn joins two 
older brothers, Will and Joe, and a 
sister and future Saint Mary’s College 
chick, Isabel. Jayne’s twin sister, Janeen 
Gillig Close, welcomed her second 
child, Ryan William Close, on Dec. 
5, 2006. Ryan arrived just a month 
before Janeen’s daughter Caroline 
was diagnosed with retinal blastoma 
of her right eye. The doctors had to 
remove Caroline’s eye to save her life 
before the cancer spread to her brain. 
Caroline is now cancer-free and is a 
beautiful 2-year-old. Janeen actually 
noticed something was wrong with 
her eye and, by doing so, saved her 
daughter’s life. Gretchen Johnson 
Evans gave birth to twins in August 
2006: a girl and boy. She now has four 
children (two boys/two girls), and lives 
in Seattle with her husband and family. 
[Editor’s Note: Gretchen and family 
have since moved to Woodway, Wash.] 

Sara Stronczek Sampson also 
sent in news. She was married Oct. 
27, 2007, in Portland, Ore., to Jesse 
Sampson. Jesse is a ’97 graduate 
of Gonzaga University. Saint Mary’s 
College grads on hand were Beth 
Nesbitt, Beth Urban, Janeen Close, 
and Kelley Prosser McNamara, who 
welcomed her second child, Maeve, in 
August 2007. Sara said that everyone 
enjoyed the Northwest experience 
and that she and Jesse are doing 
well. With even more recent news, 
Sara writes that she, Andrea Feraco 
Drapcho, and Amy Cavanaugh have 
been meeting frequently to keep the 
Saint Mary’s College connection alive. 
“We have been enjoying trying all 

COURIER |  41 

mailto:smcalumnae96@yahoo.com


ary's College 

• fter your wedding ceremony, continue 

your day with a most memorable and 

meaningful celebration. 

The beautiful Saint Mary's College 

campus is the perfect setting for your 

joyous festivities. Contact us and see 

how we can help. 

-IB­
SAINT
1v1J\RY,S 
C O L l. F { ~ f: 
-._, > 11-: I I.\ \11 . 1-... 

Office of Special Events 
(574) 284-4625 



 

 

■ 
classnews 

of Portland’s newest restaurants and 
catching up on what is going on with 
each other and with the Saint Mary’s 
College community.” 

Kristen Hayward Koenig lives in 
Idaho with her husband, Gregg ND ’93, 
son Aiden, and daughter Amelia. They 
invite any Saint Mary’s College or Notre 
Dame grads to stop by their winery, 
Koenig Vineyards, for a sample. Jill 
Broemmel Lewis has three children 
and just opened a Pass Your Plate 
franchise in Marion, Ill. Dorie Wilkey 
Hoody just had child number three 
in March, a little girl who has twin 
three-year-old boys as big brothers. 
Even though our last reunion wasn’t 
too long ago, Jayne is already looking 
forward to the next one, as she had so 
much fun seeing everyone! 

Ann Zielonka Wallin had twins 
(a boy and a girl) on Dec. 4. Charlie 
and Grace came a little earlier than 
originally planned, but everyone is 
doing well. Gretchen, Dorie, and Ann 
aren’t the only two members of our 
class to have given birth to multiple 
babies… 

Laura Boeckman Cauley is 
adjusting to life as a new mom to 
three (yes, three) new children! 
Helen, Isabella, and Alexander were 
born Nov. 29, 2007, and are all doing 
well. Classmate Chace Caven was a 
tremendous help to Laura when she 
moved in after Laura’s husband was 
deployed to Afghanistan last fall. He 
was able to be home for the birth but 
will not fnish his deployment until 
next fall. I’m sure I speak for everyone 
in wishing him a happy and safe return 
home. Stacia Stornetta even came 
down to visit and took care of Laura for 
a weekend as well. 

Congratulations to everyone 
on their continued success and 
happiness. Thanks for keeping in 
touch. I look forward to hearing about 
all the good news to come our way for 
the next update! 

From the Courier Ofce: Jennifer 
Myers Wiseman and husband 
Brian are the proud parents of twin 
girls. Lindsey Morgan Wiseman 
and Cassidy Paige Wiseman were 
born on Jan. 12, 2007. Lindsey was 
5 pounds even and Cassidy was 4 
pounds, 3 ounces. Jennifer says, “They 
are doing great and are such a joy!” 

REUNION May 29–June 1, 2008 

’98 Lisa Coury 
6804 E. 2nd Street, #21 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251 
(602) 796-8587 
lisa@grazieitalia.com 

Jeannine DeMarco Sur, her 
husband, Jim ND ’98, and big sister 

Natalie welcomed Noah James on Oct. 
1, 2007. The family continues to live in 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

On Nov. 25, 2007, Ann Hermes 
Tudor and her husband, Jef, 
welcomed Nora Margaret Tudor. She 
joins her older sister, Grace Elizabeth 
(born July 6, 2005). Ann and Jef love 
being parents! This year, Ann was 
able to catch up with some old Saint 
Mary’s College friends: Lori Riebe 
Smul, Sarah Looney Marshall, 
Michelle Abraham Sartor, Rossitsa 
Stoyanova, and Anne Marie Joseph. 

Julie Burk Reidy and her husband, 
Tim ND ’98, welcomed their second 
son, Paul Edward, on Nov. 7, 2007. His 
older brother, Bill, is thrilled to have a 
future playmate. 

Rebecca Jacobs Dempsey and 
her husband, Brad, were thrilled at 
the arrival of their frst, Maggie, who 
was born June 23, 2007, at her mom’s 
workplace, Northwestern’s Prentice 
Women’s Hospital. 

Michelle Sartor and husband 
Michael welcomed their frst baby, 
Gianna Marie, born on Sept. 25, 2007. 
Gianna is a tiny little one, but she is 
full of life. They are enjoying every 
moment with her. 

Cicely Campo Siepka, her 
husband, Dennis, and baby Sophia 
Marie (born April 15, 2007) moved 
to Indianapolis after living in San 
Francisco for four years. Dennis was 
recently promoted to a national 
training position with Abbott 
Laboratories. Cicely has retired from 
her work with San Francisco’s elections 
department to “devote myself to 
Sophia,” which, she says, is more 
challenging and fulflling than she 
could ever have imagined. 

Ivonne Grantham Smith and 
husband Baron are enjoying every 
minute with Grantham, now 15 
months old. Ivonne completed her frst 
post-baby marathon in Tucson, Az., on 
Dec. 2, 2007. 

Kristi Dawson Flaherty is working 
part-time at Notre Dame as the Web 
master for Campus Ministry. 

Amanda Langenberg Roberts 
was married July 17, 1999, to Erik J. 
Roberts ND ’98. They welcomed their 
frst daughter, Ella Jane, on Dec. 27, 
2003. Their second daughter, Lily 
Anne, was born on Feb. 23, 2006, and 
they recently welcomed their third 
daughter, Anna Elizabeth, on Sept. 17, 
2007. The family is currently residing in 
Bel Air, Md., where Erik is working for 
Procter and Gamble’s cosmetic team. 
Amanda loves her full-time job as a 
stay-at-home mom. 

Lisa Bonk Roth married Ronald 
Roth on July 21, 2007. They had an 
outdoor wedding with fabulous 
weather. Lisa’s bridesmaids were Linda 

Bonk ’00 and Kelly Cooper-Chu. At 
the end of September, the newlyweds 
moved to Cleveland for career 
opportunities. 

Anne Werring started a new 
job as the corporate compliance 
ofcer of a new managed care 
company—developed to manage 
Medicaid behavioral health benefts for 
the State of Kansas. 

Hollis L. Janowak Mertens and 
husband Jim ND ’98 were thrilled 
about the arrival of their daughter, 
Lucia Louise (Luci), on April 5, 2007. 
She is a wonderful baby, and big 
brother Augie, 3, just loves her! 
Hollis has been a nurse practitioner 
at the Child Development Center 
and International Adoption Clinic at 
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin for 
four years now. While on maternity 
leave, a Continuing Medical Education 
article and case study she had 
written on Klienfelter’s syndrome and 
ADHD was published. Jim started his 
own company (James Investment 
Management, LLC) last October. 
They were able to travel to England, 
France, and Scotland last summer for a 
wedding and a visit with friends from 
Hollis’ year abroad in Ireland. Hollis 
works with a fellow “SMC-er” Denise 
Kilway Peterson ’87, who is a nurse 
practitioner in the GI department at 
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin. They 
have also been seeing a lot of Leanne 
Walsh Klein ’79, her husband, Joe, 
and daughter, Grace. 

In October, Genevieve Morrill 
joined the Illinois Appellate Court 
as a law clerk to Justice Rodolfo 
Garcia. Additionally, she is teaching 
second-year law students legal 
analysis research and communication 
at DePaul University College of Law. 
Genevieve ran the Las Vegas Marathon 
in December 2007. 

Carla Rupert is interested in 
getting in touch with old Saint Mary’s 
College friends with whom she has 
lost contact. Her contact information 
is carlarupert@yahoo.com or carla. 
rupert@marriott.com, (313) 657-9321. 

’00 Nicole Longar Lieber 
37105 Deer Run 
Solon, Ohio 44139 
(440) 542-9355 
nlieber13@yahoo.com 

Hello, Class of 2000 and fellow 
Saint Mary’s alumnae! I am so sorry 
that I don’t have a report at this time; 
however, I would love to get your 
news in next issue. My deadline is 
June 1, so PLEASE send along your 
own updates and updates on fellow 
classmates. I have already started 
compiling the news for next time. 

Again, I am so sorry! I hope this fnds 
you well and enjoying the start to 
2008, I look forward to hearing from 
you! Thank you to those of you who 
have sent me updates; I will be getting 
back to you! 

From the Courier Ofce: Nicole 
Staab Kempf married Justin Kempf 
ND ’00 on Aug. 13, 2005. Megan 
O’Keefe and Gina Froehlich were 
present. Nicole and Justin welcomed 
David William Kempf on Dec. 15, 2006. 
Nicole gave up her teaching career 
when her son was born and is now a 
stay-at-home mom. Nicole and family 
make their home in Crestline, Cal. 

’02 
Katie Corsentino 
222 N. Columbus Dr. 
Unit 1102 
Chicago, IL 60601 
(312) 208-1177 
kcorsentino@DHLLC.com 

Happy New Year, Class of 2002! 
There were lots of life-changing events 
for our class in 2007. 

I’ll begin with Noreen Gillespie 
Connolly. Noreen was married to 
Mike Connolly ND ’02 on Aug.17, 2007, 
in Noreen’s hometown of Newtown, 
Conn. There to celebrate were several 
Saint Mary’s College and Notre Dame 
alumni, including bridesmaids Janel 
Miller Coppens and Kerry Smith 
ND ’02. Also present was Nellie 
Williams Gould ’03. Nellie runs her 
own photography business and 
documented every moment of the 
event. The couple now resides in New 
York City, where Noreen is an editor 
on the Associated Press’ national desk. 
She is also working on her MPA at New 
York University. Noreen also writes that 
Janel is the proud mother of two: Brett 
Jr., 3, and Molly Rae, 1. 

Kelly Riley-Swallows also was 
married in 2007. After graduation, 
Kelly moved to Charlotte, N.C., and 
worked for Allen Tate Insurance as 
a property and casualty consultant. 
She was promoted to vice president 
of insurance services after two years. 
Following her promotion, her agency 
sent her to Hawaii for a conference, 
and it was there that she met her 
future husband, Matt Swallows, who 
also sells insurance for his family’s 
agency. Kelly and Matt were married 
on Sept.15 at the Biltmore Estate in 
Asheville, N.C. Cassie Yates was one 
of Kelly’s bridesmaids, and Christina 
D’Aquila-Phillips was also present. 
Kelly and Matt honeymooned in Los 
Cabos, Mexico, at the One and Only 
Palmilla, and now reside near Nashville, 
Tenn., where both work for the 
Swallows-Newman Agency. 

Katherine Deane was married on 

COURIER |  43 

mailto:kcorsentino@DHLLC.com
mailto:nlieber13@yahoo.com
mailto:rupert@marriott.com
mailto:carlarupert@yahoo.com
mailto:lisa@grazieitalia.com


 

  

 

■ 
classnews 

June 2, 2007, to Ryan Nagy from St. 
John, Ind. Janelle Picciano Jankowski 
was a bridesmaid, and Brooke 
Wagner, Shea Murphy Browning, 
and Tara Land were all present. 
Katherine and Ryan are now living in 
Indianapolis, Ind., where Katherine 
works for Deloitte & Touche in human 
resources. Ryan is completing his 
residency in anesthesiology at the IU 
Medical Center. 

Kristy Miller married Jason Linster 
ND 02, ’05 at the University of Notre 
Dame Basilica of the Sacred Heart. 
Erin Lord Murray was Kristy’s matron 
of honor, and Breeyan Creevey and 
Siobhan Murphy were bridesmaids. 
Kristy still works for Ernst & Young 
in Chicago, specializing on audits of 
fnancial services companies such 
as mutual funds and hedge funds. 
She and her new husband are living 
together in Chicago’s Wrigleyville 
neighborhood. Breeyan lives a 
block away from the couple and is 
completing her ffth year teaching 
kindergarten at Alphonsus Academy 
while also pursuing her masters in 
education. 

Finally, on December 26, Jessica 
McKasy Tipescu and her husband, 
Mircea, received the best Christmas 
gift of all when Jessica gave birth to 
their frst daughter, Grace Vae. 

Congratulations to all: Noreen, 
Kelly, Katherine, Kristy, and Jessica!! 

Other updates: Courtenay 
Lauer Taylor and her husband, Rob, 
have settled into their Alaskan life. 
Courtenay is in the midst of nursing 
school, and in her spare time has 
picked up Nordic skiing as a new 
hobby. This past summer, Court and 
Rob travelled the Alaskan Aleutian 
Island chain to Dutch Harbor (home 
of the Deadliest Catch). Court says 
they “spent six days hiking, camping, 
fshing, and eating some of the 
best seafood in the world!” Rob is 
currently in northern Iraq doing rescue 
coordination and mission planning in 
collaboration with all branches of the 
service. Special thanks to Rob and all 
the military in Iraq serving in the war. 

Erin Weldon and Meghan 
Sirotek Miller are enjoying teaching 
elementary school together at The 
Lane in Hinsdale, Ill. Meghan continues 
to teach kindergarten while Erin 
teaches 5th grade. Meghan and her 
husband, Greg, recently moved out of 
the city to an adorable house much 
closer to The Lane in Clarendon Hills, 
Ill. They also added a new member to 
their family, a loveable Goldendoodle 
puppy named Tucker. 

Katie Decoste spent the fnal 
three months of 2007 in Manhattan 

for her employer Sheldon Good & 
Company. Katie is now a senior project 
coordinator for Sheldon Good and 
was out in New York City coordinating 
real estate actions for everything from 
private islands around the word to 
afordable housing throughout New 
Jersey. After hours, she spent much 
of her time with New York transplants 
Mary Hermes and Liz Kocourek. 
Mary is really enjoying her position 
as a senior media buyer with her old 
Chicago employer, Mediaedge, and 
truly has settled into her crazy new 
life as a New Yorker. Liz loves her new 
career as a freelance event planner. 

Katie O’Connell is still working at 
Huron Consulting Group as a manager 
in corporate consulting in Chicago. 
Katie will have lots of reasons to be 
back in South Bend in 2008, as she 
recently started the Chicago Executive 
M.B.A. program at Notre Dame. 
The program is 17 months; she will 
graduate in May of 2009. 

As for me, I recently began 
the part-time M.B.A. program at 
Northwestern University’s Kellogg 
School of Management, where I plan 
to concentrate in Marketing, Strategy 
and Entrepreneurship. So far, I love 
being back in school and am really 
enjoying the challenge! I also continue 
to work full time at Davis & Hosfeld 
Consulting and have taken on a new 
role as manager of marketing and 
business development in addition to 
my work as a litigation consultant. 

I have not heard from many 
classmates since graduation. Please 
e-mail me over the next year with your 
update! Everyone would like to hear 
from you! 

’04 Kathryn Harrison 
716 Clearfeld Rd. 
Fenelton, PA 16034 
(724) 991-5600 
harr4732@yahoo.com 

Kymberly Dunlap 
Birmingham, MI 
Kdunlap1@att.net 

From Kathryn: Happy 2008, Class 
of 2004! I hope that everyone had a 
nice holiday and the new year has 
started of well. I am about to start my 
last semester of law school, which is 
exciting and incredibly scary. I guess 
it’s fnally time to join the ranks of 
my working classmates! Thanks to 
everyone for your updates. It’s fun to 
see what exciting things are going on 
in everyone’s lives! 

Here are some updates I received 
in the fall of 2007. Please continue to 

send me 2008 news. 
Maggie Garigliano sent me 

this update. Thanks, Maggie! “I won’t 
comment on your last piece of news 
other than to say that maybe you are 
a good luck charm! I met my husband, 
Luke Busam ND ’04, in Mexico during 
spring break our senior year at Saint 
Mary’s. We were married on Oct. 6, 
2007, in the Church of Loretto. Saint 
Mary’s College attendants include my 
matron of honor, Francesca Albright 
Morgan, and bridesmaids Kimberly 
Gans and Daniela Urs. Many other 
Saint Mary’s College grads from 2004 
were guests, including Cecilia Oleck 
Street, Bryant Henry, Katie Roney, 
Jennifer Urgonski, Jennifer Trachy 
Hakes, and Anne Marie Guerrettaz. 
After a beautiful honeymoon in Aruba, 
we have made our home in Upper 
Arlington, Ohio, where I work as the 
director of marketing for Camp Fire 
U.S.A., and Luke is an attorney (Ohio 
State University JD ’07) at a large legal 
ofce in downtown Columbus. We 
are HUGE Notre Dame fans and were 
extremely happy that Notre Dame’s 
frst win of 2007 came on our wedding 
day.” 

Caroline Streppa sent me an 
update from Atlanta. She graduated 
from the University of Virginia in 
December 2006 and is now living 
in Atlanta and working at Emory 
University’s rehabilitation hospital as a 
speech language pathologist. 

Katie Riley wrote that she recently 
started her master’s in education at 
John Carroll University in Cleveland 
and will fnish her degree by May 2008. 
She also wrote that Megan McCall 
Schmitt married Derek Schmitt ND 
’04 on March 10, 2007. The ceremony, 
at the Basilica of Notre Dame, was 
beautiful. Saint Mary’s College 
bridesmaids included Megan’s sister, 
Kathleen McCall ’06, Jessica Brady, 
and Katie. Also in attendance from 
our class were Laurel Bernel, Eileen 
Bush, Cyndi Hagemeyer, and Jessica 
Ratke-Buchholz Stielow. 

Yvonne Benson fnished 
her master’s degree in industrial-
organizational psychology from 
Elmhurst College in May 2007. She 
is now working on her M.B.A. at 
Elmhurst. 

Linda Janke Ruszkowski 
married Thaddeus Ruszkowski 
ND ’04 at Notre Dame on April 21, 
2007. Bridesmaids included Betsy 
Brown ’05 and Jen Herdman ’05. 
It was quite the Saint Mary’s College 
reunion! Also in attendance were Erin 
Reese ’03, Becca Doll, Elizabeth 
Jablonski-Diehl, Meghan White, 
Amanda Garno, Amanda Richer, 

Megan Elliot, Sarah Varley ’05, 
Sarah Vabulas ’06, Johnnie Quigley 
’07, and Sarah Mikrut ’07. They 
honeymooned in Ireland and live just 
outside of District of Columbia. She 
is still teaching high school, working 
with a local theatre, and also assisted 
directing a show for the District of 
Columbia Fringe Festival! 

Allison Scarnecchia moved 
recently to Cleveland and has taken 
a job at the Cleveland Clinic Center 
for Autism as a speech language 
pathologist. 

From Kymberly: Happy 2008, 
Class of 2004! Unfortunately, I haven’t 
heard from many of you, so perhaps 
no news is good news. After four years, 
though, we would all love to hear 
how life is treating YOU. Please send 
Kathryn or me the major details of 
your life! 

As for me, I celebrated my one 
year anniversary with Plante Moran on 
January 29, as a Sarbanes-Oxley 404 
enterprise risk auditor and consultant! 
I absolutely love my job and will leave 
it at that. I was able to break away from 
my clients in January to visit Elizabeth 
Jablonski-Diehl and her family in 
Atlanta. Elizabeth is thriving at Emory 
Law School and has all intentions to 
graduate this May. Shortly after my 
return from Atlanta, it was such a 
wonderful delight to hear from my 
business guru, Daniela Urs, as we 
caught up on our life journeys. 

Amy Jensby married Scott 
Schroeder on Sept. 1, 2007, in Phoenix, 
Az. Mary Kartheiser, Anna Stornant 
’05, Anne DeCesaro, Desiree Paulin 
Seponski, Chris Seponski ND ’04, 
and Leslie Pechkurow ND ’04 were in 
attendance and made it a wonderful 
celebration. Scott and Amy now live 
in the heart of downtown Phoenix 
and love the little arts district around 
them. Amy enthusiastically noted 
that Saint Mary’s College visitors are 
always welcome! In July 2007, Amy 
started dental school and is currently 
pursuing her DMD and MPH at A.T. Still 
University in Mesa, Az. 

Christin Yesnik and Mike Fairchild 
ND ’00, ’04 were married at the 
Basilica of Notre Dame on July 14, 
2007. The wedding party included 
Amanda Hartwig, Kara Pearce, and 
Emily Misbach. In attendance were 
numerous Notre Dame and Saint 
Mary’s alumni, including Anne Marie 
Arpaia. The couple honeymooned 
in Maui and make their home now in 
Hudson, Ohio, where Mike is a dealer 
relations manager with Chrysler 
Financial. 

Now don’t forget to send me your 
updates! I can’t express to you how 
important it is for us to keep in touch! 
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Saint Mary's College offers its students renowned 
study abroad programs to enlighten the mind 

and impassion the heart. Now we offer you an 
opportunity to join the Alumnae Travel Program in 
the global classroom with a four-day cruise through 
the enchanting Greek Islands. 

The two destinations are a paradise of sun, sea, 
mountains, and lakes. In this stunning setting 
you will experience the cultures, ancient art, 
and architecture that distinguish the 
Eastern Mediterranean. 

For a detailed brochure, please contact the Alumnae Relations 
Office at (574) 284-4578 or alumnae@saintmarys.edu. 

Inquiries may also be directed to Kara M. O'Leary '89, 
director of Alumnae Relations, at (574) 284-5331. 

October 17-25, 2008 

The Tour Includes 
• Half-day tour of Athens 
• Admission to the Acropolis of Athens and 

the museum 
• Cruise to featured islands and cities, including 

Mykonos, Kisadasi-Ephesus, Patmos, Rhodes, 
Heraklion, Santorini, Delphi, and the coast 
of Turkey 
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Thursday, May 29 
3 P.M. Registration begins 
Friday, May 30 
9 A.M. –5  P.M. Alumnae Continuing Education Opportunities 
5:30 P.M. Eucharistic liturgy—honoring the Jubilee class of 1958 and all “Older than Golden” alumnae 
6–8 P.M. Class dinners 
8:30–midnight All-class party 
Saturday, May 31 
8–11 A.M. Alumnae Continuing Education Opportunities 
11 A.M. Presidential address: Carol Ann Mooney ’72 
Noon–2 P.M. Picnic and class photos 
2–4 P.M. Special class gatherings 
7 P.M. Reunion Banquet Program highlights include presentation of the annual 

Alumnae Association awards and the Reunion Gift Campaign awards. 
Sunday, June 1 
9:45 A.M. All-class liturgy 
11 A.M. Champagne Brunch 
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